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/ BOUT three months ago, de en 4 
jonrney, J miſſed the way I intendeld to 
take. When, meeting with a perſon, who, as 
J could diſcern” (for it was dark) had the 
appearance of a gentleman, I inquired the road. 
He told me I was wrong; and that the dark- 
neſs of the night, and the difficulty of the way, 
made it morally impoſſible io be found. And, 
therefore, adviſed me to return. I thanked 
him for his kindneſs, and complied. As we 
rode together, he ſaid ſomething in praiſe of 
health. I replied, though health is good; yet 
there is a better thing; and, that is Religion. 
| But obſerved, that it did not appear to be much 

regarded now ; one reaſon of which, I ſuppoſed, 
das, the doctrine of Grace or Inſpiration, by 
which alone it can be promoted, is but little 
A 2 preached 


41 


preached. His anſwer was, © I think there 
is much Enthuſiaſm in that dofrine.” So 


[OO 


L converſation turned upon that and other 
goſpel matters. But before we parted be unde- 
ceived me, by ſaying he was a Clergyman. 


After ſome weeks, J reconſidered this conver- 


ſation, and concluded if any thing could be done 


0 convince: ſuch of thoſe Gentlemen of their 
deſtruttive error, as deny that and other im- 
portant dofrines of the goſpel, it would be of 
great ſervice to mankind. Mas I have writ- 
ten is the w_ of my judgment, grounded. on 
experience, and confirmed by the ſcriptures. 
And I have done it with an unbiaſſed mind. 
Having nothing to bope from my friends, nor 
o fear from my foes, nor any intereſt to ſerve, 


| ſeparate from the good of my fellow creatures. 


Fed. 20, 1777. 
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Proached. | oon. Morrow, Sir; J rk you are 
well. 

Clerg yman, Pretty well ; though I confeſs vo bets, 
ter for you. 

P. I hope no worſe, Sir. 1 ſhould be Torry to 
miniſter any thing to your loſs, or diſquiet. 

C. Perhaps ſo. But your intruding into my pariſh, p 
and interrupting my people by preaching, as you cal 
it, gives me pain. 

P. If my preaching in your pariſh offends you, I 
am chargeable with the cauſe of it. But I did not 
intend an offence ; 07 moreover, thought it my 
duty ſo to do. 

C. Your duty! By what rule of logic will you 
prove that ? 

P. Why, Sir, whether I can prove it by logie or 
not, I can do it by that which is as certain: And. 
that is neceflity ; which has no law. 

C. Neceſſity! How can that be? Are not my peo 
ple ſufficiencly preached to without you ? 

P, That your people have preaching, I allow; 
and, for any thing I know, enough of it too, ex- 
cept different from what it is. | 

C. Why, what do you mean? Do you think I 
preach falſe doctrine ? 

45 Whether your doctrine be falſe in itſelf, I ſhall 

A 3 | not 


| not now ay; But it certainly is ſo in reſpect of yau* 
| people; being wholly. unapplicable to them. wad 
„ L. Pray. explain yourſelf, for that is a diſtinction 
. Ido net daderſtand-- TO-SHYN MN Bt t 84 Qi 9Q 
| * My meaning, Sir, is this: Lou give inſtruc- 
tons to a people incapable of receiving them. You 
bid them ſerve God, and. prepare for death, without 
pointing out the grace or ability by which alone 
they can be done. And, therefore, if your ſermons 
1 are calculated for any, they are for Chriſtains. | 
BM. C. 1 hope I preach to a chriſtian congregation ; 
that the foundation is laid, and they are going on 
| to perfection, | 5 5e 
| F. Why, Sir, you ſurpriſe me! I believe there 
are not five perſons in your congregation who do not 
| Hve, in open fin : That curſing, ſwearing, lying, 
— drunkenneſs, ſabbath- breaking, whoring, cheating, 
- ||  card-playing, cock-fighting, horſe-courſing, &c. are 
HY generally practiſed by them. Now, Sir, what ſort: 
| | of chriſtians are theſe? They are not ſcriptural ones, 
inaſmuch as it is written, If any man be in Chriſt, + 
or a chriſtian, be is a new creature; changed from a 
ſinful to a holy ſtate, by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And he that names the name of Cbriſt, t or 
profeſſes to be a chriſtian, muſt depar! from iniguity. 
Ee. þ And, he that i bern of God doth not commit fin. 9 
II Theſe are the ſaered characters of a chriſtian. But 
*Þ| bow different from what is characteriſtic of your peo- 
þ ple! And what foundation is laid in ſuch ? Not the 
i} _ Apoſile's, of repentance from dead works.\t Very far 
| ie (wo). off 7.57 od: | from 
That ' to which this note refers, was a verbal anſwer by a 
| miniſter to what immediately precedes it. The objection was 
. made againſt a ſermon conſiſting of moral duties, preached as 
268 the way of ſalvation, to a people living in ſm. And when ha 
| was told that chriftianity and a wicked life, are inconſiſtent ; 
to reconcile: them, he ſaid, © If a perſon be. provoked to anger, 
und fwear,”” [i. e. curſe or damn, © I do not think it finful.”* 
This (hews that gentleman's judgment. in religion, Alas! 


— . — 
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| when the blind lead the blind, poor ſouls ſleep ſecure on the. 
| «brink of hell. 


T 3 Cor, v. 17. {2 Tim. ii, 19. § 1 John iii, 9. | Heb, vi; 1. 
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Nome it; they abound in the practice of them. And 


how are they going on to perfedion in holineſs? 
Not at all. Rather to pete hon in wickedueſs, t 
being the whole buſineſs of their lives. Forafmue 
then as chriſtianity is a new creation, an intire Sg | 


of the moral diſpoſition of the mind; and the 


tice of your people indicating them deſtitute of It; | 
it is evident they are not chriſtians. dren, 

C. But were we not made chriſtians by bay ITY of 

P. Suppoſe we were; that is no proof we are 
chriſtians now. For, baptiſm is not chriſtianity, | 
At moſt it is but a means of it. And whether the 
Popiſh doctrine of ex opere operato, by the deed done; 
be true; that is, whether grace be ſo connected with 
it, as that they mult go together, who can tell? But 

ranting, for argument's ſake, that they do; ; yet it 
is the Holy Spirit which makes a chriſtian; © So the 
church prays, Give thy Holy Spirit to this infant, that 
it hap > born again. And if then given, it 1s cer- 
tain, they who. break their baptiſmal vows, by living 
in a courſe of wickedneſs, retain not that grace: For 
* z2whoſoever abideth in him, finueth not. And hereby 
the chriſtian is diſtinguiſhed from his contrary: He 
that is of God, ſerveth God; and he that is of the 
Devil, ſinneth againſt him : Therefore, whatever fin- 
ners were once, they are not chriſtians now. This 
rule admits of no exception. What avails their bay 
tiſm. then? Except that they are waſhed to fouter 
ſtains, and are worſe for mending? 

Now this is clear from the Apoſtle's reaſobilg l in a 
ſimilar caſe, +Circumci/ion (ſaith he to the Jew) pro- 
fiteth : 1 thou keep the law ; (which it initiated them 
into the obſervance of, and obliged them to perform) 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumciſion ts 
made uncircumciſion. Baptiſm, if there be @ death 
unto fin, and a new birth unto ri ene, profits at 


the time of its being adminiſtered; and, afterwards, if 


they renounce the devil and all his works, the þ ops and 
wanities of this wicked world, and all the SO mo of 


. John iii. 6, 8, 9, 10. + Rom. ii. 2 5. 


the fleſh,” Kc. But if not, it can no more ſave a, 
wicked chriſtian, ſo called, than cutting the fleſh' of 
a Jew, could ſaye him while his heart was uncircutn-; 
ciſed, and lived a wicked life. The grace then, re- 
ceived at baptiſm, being finned away, by all wo 
Have not performed their vows, they are now no bet- 
ter for it. Yea, the contrary is conſpicuous ; having 
added actual to original ſin, their condition is much 
worſe, Like baptifed Simon, they are in the gall of. 
bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. Twice dead; firſt, 
2 8 as all men are; afterwards, by apoſtacy 
Mm God; and liable to everlaſting damnation. 
How dangerous then to depend on baptiſm; which, 
in this cafe, is no ſign of an inward and fpiritual 
race ; that grace being no more in ſuch. And yet, 
Sir, this is your doctrine ; of which I can give you 
à recent inſtatice. Soon after I commenced Metho- 
diſt, I was in company with our Pariſh Miniſter, who 
aſked me, If I found more among the Methodiſts 
« than at Church ?”? I anſwered, *« I did: For there 
« J was taught the doctrine of a New-birth by the 
«© Spirit of God.“ O, (ſaid he) that is not ne- 
«'ceflary now; we were born again at baptiſm !”” 
Now, Sir, ſuppoſe I received that grace then, was it 
any proof I had retained it, except it cannot be loft? 
Which it certainly may. And J am confident, that 
when with me twenty years had elapſed, I knew no 
more of it than when I was twenty days old. Yea, 
afterwards, when convinced of my condition, I found 
my heart as graceleſs, and as much poſſeſſed of evil 
tempers and affections, as it could be; inſomuch that 
I thought no perſon ſo wicked as myſelf, which evi- 
dences, that I had as much need (yea, more, having 
added evil habits to an evil nature) to be born of the 
Spirit then, as at baptiſm. But had I believed that 
Gentleman, I had reſted in the baptiſmal birth, tho? 
I had neither the power, nor the ſorm of religion; 
and, conſequently, was no more a chriſtian than if 
I had not been baptiſed. | 
This way of dealing with ſouls, Sir, is Wann 
| | and, 


Fd 


CT. 


'- 2? and, I fear, deſtructive to many: For while they are 
/ _ taught to believe, that by baptiſm they became chriſ- | 
 tians; and in conſequence of it have continued ſuch, 
they look no farther, tho? the whole tenor of their life 
gives the lie to their profeſſion, and proves them chil- 
dren of the devil, and heirs of damnation, If then you 
would not deceive ſouls, never ſpeak more of baptiſm. 
to ſinners, except to convince them that they are but 
baptiſed Heathens, whoſe damnation ſlumbereth not. 
For, to place the leaſt dependance, in a matter of ſo 
great moment, on that of which nothing but the 
name remains, is madneſs beyond compare; and ar- 
gues great ignorance of chriſtianity, (which is Chriſt 
in the ſoul, the hope of glory) or a direct deſign to 

deceive men to everlaſting deſtruction. 


C. If your doctrine be true; will it not follow, 
that none can be ſaved ? 4, 0 
P. That baptiſm, after the law it obliges them to 
perform is broken, does not profit, is evident; and 
yet it follows not that they cannot be ſaved. os 
C. I hope ſo; or it would be dreadful indeed !. 
P. But what is the ground of your hope? | 
C. This: When the wicked man turneth away. 
from his wickedneſs, and doeth that which is lawful. 
and right, he ſhall ſave his ſovl alive. 671 
P. And do you think that turning away from his 
ſins, and doing that which is lawful and right, will 
ſave him? | | 
C. Ves; does not the Lord ſay ſo? ; 
P. I think not. He fays avhez he does fo, but not 
fer lo doing. ; 7 hy 
C. You ſeem to lie at the catch, and have a mind 
to cavil. 3.45 
P. Indeed I have not, Sir. The matter is too ſe- 
rious and important for that ? — 5 rs 12 
C. Why, what difference is there betwixt being 
ſaved when he does theſe things, and for them ? 
2. A very material one, A perſon mult repent | 
before he can be forgiven ; and yet not be forgiven 
for his repentance, Lie 


C. What | 
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C. What then ? | 


P. Why, Sir, a thing intirely different from, and 


wholly independant of it: For, the real cauſe of for- 


giveneſs, is Chrift Jeſus: It being by him alone, that 
ſin was atoned for. Hence he is ſaid to be à pro- 


pitiation fur the /ins of the whole avorld;* and the 
Lamb' of God who takes it away, Yea, faith the 


Apoſtle, there 75 ſalvation in none other.. For on him 


alone were laid the iniquities of us all, and by his 


Ftripes aue are healed.| Therefore, your own church, 
in the 18th article, pronounceth a curſe on all who 


pretend to be ſaved any other way. It runs thus: 
«© They alſo are to be had accurſed who preſume 
«« to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law 
«« or ſect which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent 
to frame his life according to that law, and the 
„light of nature. For Holy Scripture doth ſet out 
to us only the name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby men 


% may be faved.“ And the 11th Article exprefsly: 


mentions the cauſe, condition, and ſalvation which 
is by him. Who are accounted righteous before 
% God oniy for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
«« Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, and not for our own works, 
« or defervings.” You fee, Sir, the freripture and 


the church perfectly agree, they concur to confute the 


notion of being ſaved for our own deſervings. 

And now permit me to aſk, whether, in treating on 
the meritorious cauſe of ſalvation, you have not been 
defective only, but the reverſe of what you ſhould have 
been. Have you infiſted on Chriſt's death alone, as 


that for which God forgives, accepts our perſons, and 
ſaves everlaſtingly ? I believe not. Rather, have not 


you told the people under your care, that good works 
are ſufficient to fave them: That by attending at 


church, receiving ſacraments, ſaying prayers, pay- 


ing every one his own, diſcharging the duties of 
their.calling, &c. they would do very well. This has 


been the ſubſtance of your doctrine, in that caſe, for 


many years. And, what is very aſtoniſhing, you 
| | : have 
* 1 John H. 2. + John I. 2, 3. f Acts iv, 12. || a, Iii. 6. 
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| kx J he 
have been preaching to, perhaps, as wicked a 
people as any in England. Now, Sir, except you 
| ſuppoſe they never finned, the contrary of which you 

mutt be. ſenfible of, how could they be ſaved by ſo 


doing, but on the ſuppoſition of being meritorious ? 
And if ſo, then they ſtand in the place of Chriſt, 
and are that to a ſinner, which he ſhould be. But 
| how contrary to the ſcripture, which ſhould be your 
rule in all things? It expreſsly, and in ſtrong terms, 
diſcountenances all dependance on the merit of hu- 

man performances, as the procuring cauſe of accep- 
tance with God. Hence, faith St. Paul, the 
works of ihe law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified.* And, if 
righteouſneſs come by the law, Chriſt is dead in wain.+ 
If then none can be juſtified or become righteous by 
the law, where is the wiſdom of referring men to that 
method of ſalvation ? So, inſtead of ſtriving to con- 
vince them of their fin, and their own inſufficiency 

to atone for it, you buoy them up with a belief of 
doing well by their own deeds. How prepoſterous ! 
And if done in ignorance, it is inexcuſable in you, 
who ſhould know better, being deſtructive to immor- 
tal ſouls. Beſides, its unreaſonableneſs is ſuch, as 
argues a belicf of it, the offspring of an infatuated 
mind: For, I pray, what pretence can a company of 
curſers, &c. have to righteouſneſs by the law, whoſe 
lives are a perpetual reverſe of it? What they who 
never broke it (if any ſuch there be). may expect in 
that caſe, 1s nothing to thoſe who do nothing but 
break it: Which 1s the caſe with all ſinners: For, 
faith St. Paul, hen ye were the ſervants of fin, ye 
were free from righteou/ne/s.f Now, in the name of 
goodneſs, what have theſe of their own to depend 
on ? Nothing but ſin, and that cannot ſave them. 
And if he be cur/ed who does not all things,|| how much 
more accurſed are they, who do nothing contained in 
the law? With as much reaſon then may you ſet a 

man to touch the iky with his finger, as a ſinner to ' 


be ſaved by his works. Now, were I diſpoſed (which 
God forbid) to deceive ſinners, I would E „What, 
| % though 


Gal. ii, 16, + Gal, ii, 21, f Rom, vi, 20, J Gal, iii, 10, 
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youre ** 


. ; 


er though you have broken the law by curſing, fwear- ? 


e ing, lying, ſabbath-breaking, whoring, drunken- } 


'*'<c neſs, &c. yet | becauſe: you have been | baptiſed, 
„ Hort to church, received ſatraments, ſaid your 
"prayers: &c. fear not. Set your good deeds againſt 
you bad ones, and you will do well enough.“ ; 
But, Sir, this doctrine, which, I judge, I could not 
preach but at the peril of my own and other ſouls, 
you have been preaching many years, to thoſe who 
have paid you well for it. 0 


And why are you called a Miniſter of Chriſt, who 


, do hot preach him as a Saviour. The Apoſtle ſays, 


Ober foundation can no nan lay than Jeſus Chreſt.* 


But you lay that of human works and worthyneſs. 
And as a reaſon of his conduct, in that particular, 


he ſays, God revealed his Sox in me, that I might 


Preach him among the heathen.+ But if doing the beſt 
We can, as you ſay, will do, what need was there of 


that, or for Chri/t to give himpelf for our fius ? t For- 


aſmuch then as your preaching oppoſes the Apoſtle's, 


how will you avoid his cenſure, or bear the puniſh- 
ment of it? M auy man (ſaith he) preach another 


geſpel, let bim be accurſed. Another + goſpel than 


what? than that Chrift gave bimſelf for our fins, that 
he might deliver us from this preſent evil world.\| But 
yours differs diametrically, Chriſt was the ſum total 


of his. ' Yours. is what. man can do, Pray, Sir, 
-*-where did you learn yeur divinity? Not where Paul 
learnt his. His was by che revelation of Feſus Chriſt. 8 
But; I fear, you have not fo learnt Chriſt, Vours is 
the reſult of human ſtudy; a ſtudy more of letters and 
languages, than of religion: For, had Chriſt been 


revealed in your heart as a Saviour; you had not 


referred ſinners to themſelves for ſalvation. Rather, 
with a confidence becoming a miniſter of the goſpel, 


you would have ſaid, Behold the Lamb ef God. tbat 
taketh away the fn of- tbe world, And, Come uno ine 
all ye that labour and are heavy, laden, and 1 poilfggive "1 
| . But 

1 Cor. iii. 11. + Gal. i. 16. 4 Gal. i. 4. || Gal. i. 4. 
§ Gal, i. 2. “ Matt, xi, 28. | 
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FC. But if ſinners repent, and do what they can, 
will not Chriſt do the reſt? F 
F. That is not the goſpel, Sir. Chriſt is never 


repreſented as an half Saviour. He faves to the ut- 


termoſt, if at all. If you add any thing to his merit, 
you mar it. He is Alpha and 


in chat matter; 


none cometh to the Father but by him. His death 


alone procured ſalvation for ſinners; and ſo muſt be 
conſidered as the whole meritorious cauſe of it. And 


the reaſon of it is ſo plain, that he muſt be blind in- 


deed, who does not ſee it: For if he gave him/elf a 
 ran/om® for all, by 
more is neceſſary in that caſe ? Surely nothing. 
Of which, from a teſtimony, that with you ſho 

have much weight, you may have the fulleſt confir- 


ing death for every man ;F what 


mation: The offering of Chriſt once made, is 


that perfect redemption, propitiation, and ſatiſ- 


4 faction for all the fins of the whole world, both 
« original and actual; and there is none other ſatiſ- 
«c faction for ſin, but Mat alone.” f How pertinent 


this! But how contradictory to your method of teach- 


ing! And how exclufive of all human merit. 
C. But will not God t our works for the ſake 
of Chriſt's merit, and are of fave us? Ee 
P. No, Sir. That would be making a Saviour of 
them, by the help of another. Chriſt puts no wor- 
thyneſs into any thing a ſinner does, for which God 
forgives him, There is an impoſſibility in the caſe: 


For impenitent finners are of Satan, and all their 


works deſtructive. This is evident from the wages of 
in being death,\| or damnation. How then can their 
evil deeds be rendered deſerving of their ſalvation ? 
Not at all. Nor does Chriſt ſo waſh and make wor- 


thy the reformation of a penitent ſinner, as to make 
it the cauſe of forgiveneſs. In neither caſe, does this 
notion receive any countenance from ſcripture ; and 
reaſon, as an additional evidence, riſeth up to oppoſe 


it: Becauſe if Chriſt render our works deſerving of 
| B _ God's 


* 1 Tim, ii, 66 + Heb. ii. 9. f Thirty-firſt Article of the 
Church of England, } Rom, vi, 23. 
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_God's acceptance of us ; then he is only the remote 


and they the immediate cauſe of our ſalvation. Con- 
trary to Which, Chriſt, by his death, procured opr 

0 5 2 $4 : , ? ug 44 : 
ranſom ; he gave himſelf an offering and a ſacrifice 


to God, that he might redeem us (not our works) 


from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf a e 
phe, æealbus 2 good wworks,* This is confirmed by the 
conſideration of fins being incapable of ſuffering ; as, 
on the contrary, works admit of no virtue but what 
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ſprings. from the principle producing them. There- | 


ore, as guilt, (by the ſentence of condemnation) 
flows from {in to the ſinner; ſalvation (through for- 
iveneſs) from the Saviour to the finner. Hence it 
1s evident, works have nothing to do with juſtifica- 
ion, either as meritorious in Hence or made ſo 
by Chriſt. From which I conclude, that Chriſt is 
all, in that reſpe&. 5 


C. If then Chriſt be the whole Saviour, as you 


ſay, and works have no meritorious influence in that 
buſineſs, how are we to be ſaved by him? 5 
P. I anſwer, by Faith. For thus faith the ſcrip- 
ture: Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the works 
of the law, but by the Faith of Jeſus Chrift.+ Even 
as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him 
for righteouſne/s.t Being juſtified by Faith abe have 
peace - with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And, . abe 5 (faith Paul) that a man 
is juſtified by Faith without the deeds of the law. 
port, might be added) it is clearly evident that juſti- 
Nalin is by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. That by confiding 
in him as the procurer of ſalvation, it commences: 
Jeſus, who died for ſin, hen takes it away; the guilt 
and power depart, and there is peace and joy through 
believing. The Bible then being replete with proofs 


of this particular, I ſhall now conſider the nature and 
_ neceſſity of juſtification. And be cauſe it is of great 
importance, I hope you will not judge me imperti- 
5 PE nent, 
Tit. iv. 14. f Gal. ii. 16. f Cal. iii. 6 { Rom, v. 2. 


From theſe paſſages (and many more of the ſame im- 
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nent, nor diſcover impatience, while I briefly diſcuſs 


r , , 
27 C. object not to your propoſal; 8 for, I am in- 

formed it is one of your favourite doctrines; though, 

I confeſs, hitherto I have neither thought it my dots 
nor judged it worth my time, nor had the curiolity 
to hear any of you preach. I hope you will not be 

ne, > e et FA Es oe IE 

P. Thope not, Sir. I deſign to be brief. Now this 
doctrine, though very ſublime, ſurpaſſes not human 

comprehenſion aſſiſted by grace. Its nature is ſpiri- 
tual; and its ſubjects are ſinners. The ſpirituality of 
it is clear from its having reſpect to ſins committed a- 
gainſt God, by violating a ſpiritual law. And that ſin- 
ners, the violaters of that law, are the only perſons 
concerned in it, needs no proof; the caſe of none elſe 
requiring it. It is, in ſhort, God's abſolving a fin- 
ner, for the ſake of Chriſt jeſus, from his paſt ſins; 
the accounting him righteous, and treating him ac- 
cordingly. To illuſtrate which, I ſhall mention ſome 
circumſtances inſeparably connected with it, And 
firſt, it is inſtantaneous, given and received at once. 
Second, perfect, bein of all ſins committed to that 
time, ird, made known to thoſe who receive it. 
And that it is neither gradual nor imperfect; but 


complete at its firſt commencing, are truths ſo de- 


monſtrative, that they never were nor will be con- 
futed, Nor is its ſenſibleneſs leſs certain : For, pre- 
vious to pardon, is a painful ſenſe of fin. Pardon re- 
moves that pain, and gives peace; whereby, like the 
_ trembling jaoler, in the ſame hour, they rejoice in 
God their Saviour: This evidence is as the ſhining 
ſun; and, therefore, ſatisfactory to its ſubjects. 
Yet, notwithſtanding its clearneſs, when I dilputed 
this point with one of your Rev. Brethren, he was fo 
far from allowing it, that he frankly told me, per- 
„ ſons profeſſing to know their ſins forgiven, blaſ- 
«© pheme.” But, had that gentleman conſidered its 
nature, and what is recorded concerning it, he had 
not repreſented its ſubjects in ſo forbidding a light. 
B 2 | "= PVE 


L 6-] b 
For, I cannot conceive that it is poſſible to be de- 
livered from what neceſſarily and immediately pre- 
cedes that act, and enjoy what as neceſtarily and im- 
mediately ſucceeds it, without knowing it. Guilt 
and peace: are fo: ſenfible, and ſo contrary things, 
that whoever has been inſtantaneouſly freed from the 
one, and poſſeſſed of the other, muſt have a clear. 
ſenſe of it. And in the Homily for Rogation Week, 
it is ſaid, ©* The penitent feel their conſciences at 
«© peace-with God through remiſſion of fins.” Thus, 
Mary Magdalen, whoſe heart was oppreſſed, having 
her many ſins forgiven, was diſmiſſed win » Thy faith 
hath javed thee, go in peace. Indeed, if guilt give 
ſenſible diſtreſs ; peace, the fruit of pardon, muſt be 
a pleaſant ſenſation. Thus much for its nature, 1 
ſhall now ſhew the neceſſity of it. = 
Aud here give me leave to obſerve, That as man 
is a reaſonable, religious, and accountable creature, 
| he is under the law of God, as a rule of life, and as 
that by which he muſt bejudged in the laſt day. This 
law is of a nature correſponding with his condition : 
Being ſpiritual, moral and immutable. Its moral 
quality is perfect, inaſmuch as it is boly, juſt, 
and good. And, in its extent, it has a perfection 
compatable with man, being proportioned to his ca- 
pacity. It it love to God, and all mankind for his 
ale. For, love is the fulfilling of the Iaw. Now 
this, with fingular propriety, may be termed the law 
of Juſlice; as it obliges its ſubjects to render to all. 
their due. To God, the things which belong to 
him, and to man, what is his right. It requires that 
all things be done within the bounds preſcribed by its 
author; and, with an eye to his honour, and the 
good of mankind: For love wwarketh ne ill (or injuſ- 
tice) te Bis neighbour; but, on the contrary, as a 
law, obligeth to all that is pleaſing to God, and 
profitable to man. And whatever is contrary to, or 
ſhort of theſe, is ſin. This admits of no exception, 
inaſmuch as betwixt fin and obedience, guilt and 
Peace, 


* Lyke vii, 50, f Rom, vii. 12. 
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peareʒ i there is no medium: Therefore, as all un- 


rig bteoigſneſt is fin ;* ſo one fin incurs guilt and ſub - 

jection to puniſhment. And; if one, then, many 
render proportionably unjuſt and obnomious to the 
diſpleaſure of God. "Theſe aſſertions receive all the 
confirmation they require, from apoſtolical: affir- 
mations: He, faith St. James, au Keeps tbr auböle 
laau, but offends in one point, is guilty of. allt And 


| Curſed is every one who continueth not in all things. 


which are written in the book of the lam, to do them. 


No ſin and its conſequent curſe correſpond; in qua- 
lity, quantity, and continuance. And the nature of 


both is determined by the law to which they ſtand 


| oppoſed. The law being ſpiritual; ſuch is the 


curſe. The fame correſpondence is alſo betwixt the 


number of fins, and the meaſure of puniſhment.:.. 


ter li 


The one being proportioned to the other. And, like- 
wiſe, in the perpetuity thereof: For while ſin re- 
mains unforgiven, the diſpleaſure of the Deity will 
endure. Thus ſin, committed againſt God, or man, 
or both, renders juſtification indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
Hence, viewed in this light, it is ſo far from a mat- 
8 be di ſpenced with the want of, that, if 
not obtained, everlaſting deſtruction will be the con- 
ſetfeene ee... ]ðꝭ§i&ay⁊ꝛ b be. 
Were it not ſo, ſin would neither appear diſpleaſ- 
ing to God; nor prejudicial to mankind, Yea, all 
would be anarchy and confufion ; and reaſonable and 
religious beings, acting unreaſonably and trreligt- 
ouſly, would be unaccountable and irreprehenfible for 
their evil conduct. But the holy nature of God, 
(which is the ground of his righteous law) renders it. 
impoſſible for him to be unconcerned at a thing fo. 


_ contrary to himſelf, * So long then as he governs the 
world, acts of impiety againſt himſelf and his ſervice, 


and of injuſtice and cruelty to his-creatures, will be. 
the object of his hatred, and the actors (objects) of 
his anger, wrath or indignation, according to the» 
nature, number, and circumſtances of their is. 
Nor is any fin ſo ſmall as not to incur his diſplea- 
| | B 3 {ure.. 


2 John v. 17. + James ii. 10. 1 Gal, iii. 10. 


1 1] 
lure. . And where the heart is wholly ſinful, there alf 
1s, Wrong in performance: For a. wrong principle 
<anpot produce a right practice. And Having been 
be om early — What ney fling . 
been committed, and muſt be forgiven, before God's 
"anger will ceaſe, and the Ser be freed from the 
danger of being damned. Therefore, wherein is, it 
15.10 hateful. to God, ſo. hurtful to man, and ſo pre- 
ſaging of eternal torments, that without his mercy 
in the removal of it, eternal miſery. will be the end 
"Of Wat eval kulnes.: od ng! iT -o1S6 Roe” 
Hut notwithſtanding that this is abſolutely needful 
for Mang yet only the penitent. believing. ſin- 
ner, has a right to the promiſe of mercy, and a diſ- 
poſition to receive it. Others, by reaſon. of impe- 
mitency and unpreparedneſs, have neither the one 
nor the other: Therefore, in their preſent ſtate, can- 
not partake of it. But the penitent, conſcious of 
their condition, are tied and bound with the chain 
of their ſin, and willing to be looſed by the pitiful- 
neſs of God's mercy. Their guilty ſenſe of ſin 
dtinks up their ſpirits, and makes all the things of 
life. inſipid to: them. Mountains of gold, in their 
judgment, weigh nothing compared with God's mer- 
cy. Salvation is now their only theme and deſire. 
And ſo far are they from repoſing confidence in any | 
thing they have done, or can do to deſerve it, that 
their conſciouſneſs: of the evil of both, is the only 
_ cauſe. of their guilt, and dread of damnation. In- 
_ deed, were it not for paſt fin. and preſent inſufficiency, 
they would not want a Saviour. But alas! they find 
'All is Ioſt without him. Their repentings, reforma- 
tion, prayers and tears, were they ten thouſand times 
\ more than their fins, could not waſh away one. ſtain 
"of their complicated gmlt. Which guilt, being ſen- 
' ſible and diftrefling, it is impoſſible to be eaſy under 
„it 3 1o if neither ſinned, nor taken away by for- 
giveneſs, muſt remain the curſe and burthen of their 
life, and iſſue in a miſery where the worm  dieth. 
not, and where the fire is not quenched, And now, . 
| | . 
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| Amit forgivenehs is neceſſary,” 0 


as actions 


' ferent effects. Some ſubmit, acknowl 
and deſerts of hell; weep, 


| TW 1 

if 1 way preſume any thing from your 

which, in appearance has kept pace with th ET: 
formance, [ may fo poſe this doatrin is not ſagree- 
able to'yon. Ag 

Ce. Jo be ſure, if God be eee to mark what 3s 


patien ce, 
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P. That, Sir, müſt not be Wellioned. It is 'the 
reſult of his nature and law.” Yea, juſtice, an attri- 
bute' of God, is. concerhed in it: Elſe how ſhould 
he judge | the world. e and law herein” ſerve 
each other. The law is the rule of action; and be- 
ing eognizable by juſtice, it acquits and condemns 
agree dr diſagree with it. Sin is à tranſ- 
greſſien of the law, and ſubjects the ſinger to che cen- 
ſure of juſtice. 80 long then as God is juſt, he muſt 
mark ' fin; and, if never obtain, puniſh 
according to the ſentence of; Depart ye workers of ini- 


, quity ee een re Au * "the droil and his 


angels. 


. 1 have no objection to God's juſtice. F believe 


- it is the reſult of his holy nature. But I hope you 
do not ſo preach it as 18. leave no place for mercy. 
Indeed, I have been told, your doctrine is ſo terrible, 


it drives people out of their n 
P. I believe we have been ſo char ged; but how 
juſtly remains to be proved. We do indeed preach 


the law to convice of fin, becanſe the Apoſtle: ſaith, 
By the law is the #nowledye of fn.* And to give it 
weight, we urge the Juſtice of God, as ready to exe- 


cute threatened wrath upon offenders.” This has dif- 
ge their ſin, 
grieve, and lament their 
caſe; reform their lives, loſe all reliſh for worldly 
diverſions, and wicked company; calt upon God, 


read, Hear, &c. Now their ignorant neighbours, 


not knowing the-cauſe of this, conclude they are mad, 
And, it is no wonder, for I have known ſome of you 


clergymen of the ſame mind, adviſing deeply diſtreſſed 
ſinners to go into company, play at cards, ſing mer- 


ry 


* Rom, iii. 20. 
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free courſe, And which: indeed is very deſirable: 


For he who is not / mad here, will be much mere 


ſo hereafter ; though only to bad purpoſe. Others, 
Who will not Bear to be told of their fins, and hate 
to be reformed from them, are offended with this 
doctrine. And to keep themſelves in countenance, 
and juſtify their conduct, report it dangerous, as 


tending to deſpair, and ſo bring an evil report on the 


Fool, way. But theſe ſhould, and will one day 
now, that if the law is not ſuffered to convince them 


of, und condemn them for ſin; the goſpel will not 
miniſter pardon, peace, and joy: So what they ne- 

ſear and refuſe, will, dying in their ſins, come upon 
them to the uttermoſt. But, when ſinners, by lay 

and juſtice, are thoroughly humbled, and rendered 
ſaſdeptive of merty, then is the time for a declara- 
tion of that kind: Which L am ſure we are ever glad. ; 


of, and, I truſt; never fail to uſe. 


C. Well, allowing the ſubſtance of your: asien ut. 
to be true; the circumſtances, I jadge, are indefenſible. 

2 You? mean its being inſtantaneous. and: ſen- 
ſible; Now I think it cannot be otherwiſe. For, 
For, ean it be doubted; that when God forgives one, 
he forgives all paſt fins. And if it be done at once, 


there is a particular time when it is done: Which is 
all I mean by its being inſtantaneous. And as touching 


its ſenſibleneſa, what I before obſerved is ſufficient. It 
is pteceded with a ſenſible guiltineſs of ſoul; and 
ſucceeded by a peaceable pleaſant: fenſation. And 
the inexpreſſibly ſudden tranſition from one 3 i 

| ot | + ths 


Cor. vii, 10. 


ry fonpy; + c. to drive away ſorrow. Which ſorrow, 
had y known:-to: be the effect of the Holy I 9 
wofleing a ſenſe of ſin by the law, you could not 
have done without directly fighting -againſt God: 
And; therefore; I:conclude- vou knew it not; and 
fo chought it beſt to antidote it by its contrary. - But 
not-ſo the Apoſtle; :Godly forrow: (hit he) worketh re- 
bentum ce to ſalwation.? This, Sir, is the madneſs into 
Which our doctrine drives thoſe who ſuffer it to have 


x 
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e Pocher, throws much light on the ſubject. Were in 
"oft, done gradually, the change would not be ſo manifeſt, 
not nor the evidence ſo clear. But God, who works fen 
d: his own glory, and the advantage of his creatures, 
nd 8 hereby gives Aa conſpicuous proof of his favour, that, i 
e hope, Sir, as you allowed the ſubſtance of this doc- 
to trine; you now agree that the circumſtances are poſ- 
Ve ſible, profitable, and pleaſant. * rs 
CG; T cannot reaſonably object to what you ſay; 
e though, I confeſs, I am a ſtranger to both. 6 17 
Ss P. I am ſorry for that, Sir. But there is another 
te thing ſo nearly connected with this, that whoever hag. 
19 the one has the other alſo. | eie 
e, C. What is that? | 
as P. It is a new birth by the inſpiration of the ſpirit 
le of God. EO | L 
* C. I think there is much Entbu/ia/m in that doctrine. 
n Pe. It is poſſible to abuſe it (to that ;) but the thing 
t itſelf is abſolutely neceſſary. For, if the heart be 
„ corrupt, how is it to be freed from it but by a ſuper- 
n natural aſſiſtance ? And that it is ſo, is evident from the 
conduct of moſt: The tree being known by its fruit. 
] And it being more difficult to renew than create, by 
. reaſon of the oppoſition made by, and that muſt be 
made to, the prior evil diſpoſition, before a good one 
can be formed; and if there be no power in man 
ſiufficient for this, which both ſcripture and experi- 
15 ence fully prove; then, if the agency of the holy 
ſpirit be denied, the evil muſt remain, and perdition 
be the portion of every ſuch unholy ſoul. Beſides, 
neither your own church, nor ſcripture can be under- 
ſtood, if this doctrine be denied. Pray, Sir, with- _ 
out this, what ſenſe is there in! Cleanſe the thoughts 
e of our hearts by the inſpiration of thy. . holy _ 
„ ſpirit; that we may perfectly love thee? By 
the thoughts are ſignified the paſſions, affections, 
&c. a part being put for the whole. The heart then 
is the ſubject to be cleanſed ; the holy ſpirit is the 
cleanſer; inſpiration the act of cleanſing ; and loving 
God 
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Goa th he efett of. being cleanſed. Now if 88 be | 


no i pi piration, the heart can neither be cleanſed, nor 


the Lord! loved. In what a condition then muſt we be 


without anew birth by the ſpirit of God? Without it 
we cannot, love God; therefore we muſt hate him: 2 
For there is no medium. 

C. But I have an old relation; who has always 
been very pious, and who, on my aſking her about 
Inſpiration, declared ſhe knew no ſuch thing. And 

et ſhe has no fear of going to heaven. She does- 
duty, and looks for her reward.“ 
P. I diſpute not what you ſay, Sir. But we muſt 
not give up the ſcriptures and the church for,. nor 
interpret them by, the ſtate of a perſon which is 18 
oy to both? _ 
ell ; I confeſs 1 do not know it for my tell. 


And what wonld you think. if. L ſhould * without 
knowing it? 


H. Iam, ſorry the new. birth makes no article of | 


your ex creed, And. dying without 1 8. I Gone be aid 
pr you. 

4 ſhould not for myſelf. . 

P. No, Sir! Does not the ſcripture ſay, If any 
mar baue not the Spirit. of Chriſt, he. is none of bis. 
And, except a. man be born again, (or of the ſpirit) 
he. cannoi fee the lingdom God. If then to want this 


it, is not to be a chriſtian; having it, is a ſure 


zn of being one. And not being born of it, diſ- 
1 for heaven; being born of it, is an indiſ- 
ſable qualification for it. T he evidence of which 


is, The ſpirit rfelf bears witneſs with our ſpirit that 


we are the children of God. And if children, then 
heirs 3 3 heirs 72 6 Ged, and joint-heirs with Chrift.y 


"MH 


. This was urged by the Rev. Gentleman, as a matter mill 
tating againſt the doctrine of inſpiration. An old gentle- 
woman, running in a circle of duties, without the know- 
ledge of God by his ſpirit, But St, John ſays (1 Ep. iii. 24.) 
8 know that be abideth in us, by the ſpirit «vbich be bath given 

- Had ſhe not the form, without the power of religion? 


T Rom, viii. 9. Þf John iii. 6, & Rom, viii. 16, 17. 
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lere are two evidences: One, by our 7 the 
other, by the ſpirit of God. The witneſs of our fpirit, 
is a con/ciouſneſs ariſing from what the Lord does in 
and for us. In particular, of acceptance with him, 
through Chriſt, by che remiſſion of ſins, and of being 
reſtored to his image, by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt. This evidence is the immediate reſult of that 
change; as ſoon as a- ſinner is acquited,. &c. he be- 
comes ſenſible of it, for his heart finds reſt, peace and 


** 
o 


joy. The knowledge then of a change from guilt 


B 
irit, the 


: 


and ſin; to peace and purity, is the witneſs of our 


ſpirit. The ſecond evidence is, by the ſpirit itſelf 
hearing witneſs with our ſpirit. The fpirit of God 


being preſent with and preſiding over the ſpirits of 


men, witneſſes with the ſpirit of the adopted, that 
they are God's children. This witneſs has what is 


done in them, which comprehends their ſonſhip. The 
manner of its being borne is by manifeſtation to the 


mind, the aſpect in which he appears, which is loving, 
peaceable and pleaſant. This is the ſenſe the foul. 
| has of God toward it. The ſpirit itſelf then, by. 


ſhedding abroad God's Love, &c. in the heart, wit- 
neſſeth with man's; they concur to confirm the.chriſ- 
tian's conſciouſneſs'of being a child of God. Indeed. 
it is ſomewhat of the inexplicable kind, better felt 
than expreſſed ; but it is clear to all who have it; 
they. know that God for Chriſt's ſake has frankly 


| forgiven them all, and that they are renewed in the 


ſpirit of their mind. And, : ET 

From the favour and image of God, iſſues the be- 
lievers right to heaven, the promiſe being to all ſuch. 
It is alſo an earneſt of it. So the Apoſtle: After 
that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy Spirit 
of promiſe, "which is the earneſt of our inherttance.* 
Hence they rejoice in God their Saviour, and in 


hope of the glory which ſhall be revealed. And now, * 


Sir, if this be chriſtianity and the only preparative 
for heaven, let me aſk in my turn, what you think 
of dying without it? pw Oe en ng 
Eph, i. 13. | 
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1 *. 5 It as true, new born infants, ſo dying. In 


5. 
3 


think none go to heaven without 


not / pardon, of perſonal fins, becauſe they Y 


1 Of which, ſhe gives a ſtronger proof, in deny- 
ing chriſtian burial, ſo called, to thoſe who die un- 
baptiſed. Though, I doubt not, but they die as 


well without as with baptiſm : For who can ſuppoſe, 


that God confines the bleſſing of his ſpirit to it; 


Which through the careleſſneſs of parents, or parſon, 


or. both, in defering, they may die without. And, 
according to that notion, either ceaſe to be, or be 


Dave none. But they want the new birth, if your % 
church judge right in that caſe, inaſmuch as ſhe ſup- + 
_ poles, that at and by baptiſm, it obtains; which £« 
; that her judgment is, it commences not be- 


2 
4 
5 
' 
| 


miſerable. However, infants be ing born in fin, 


muſt be born again, or not enjoy the heavenly in- 


heritance. And whether baptiſed or not, where there 


is a wicked life, there is certainly an evil heart, the 
one being an evident proof of the other. In which 


caſe, what 1s to be d without pardon and a 


new nature? Why, if God be true, and heaven be 


not an habitation for guilty unholy ſouls, they muſt 


be damned: For the wicked ſhall be turned into hell. 


C. You ſhock me! What do you think is become 


of all who have died without knowing theſe things ? 
P. Pray, Sir, what do you think 


them? | fas 
C. I hope they are not all gone to hell. 


P. Is not that as much as to ſay, you hope God 
is a liar, when he ſays the contrary. Ye: die in 


is become of 


your fans (ſaith he) and whither I am ye cannot come... 


And, without holine/; no man ſhall ſee the Lord. f 
Pray, how can ſinners eſcape dying in fin, or become 
holy, but through remiſſion and regeneration ? | 

C. Well; grant it is ſo, May not all this be with- 
out knowing it? P. I be- 


“ John viii, 21, Heb, xii, 14, 


- 


„„ 


ithout 2 f. I believe not. Can a perſon repent without 


clieve 9 
lying. & No ſuch thing, Sir. Nor can a guilty heavy-laden 
„ MEY Y finner be forgiven and not know it. Nor evib tem- 


knowing it? Is it poſſible to be guilty, ſorrowful, 
forfake fin; live a new life, and be inſenfſble of it? 


Jour 1 pefs and affections be deſtroyed, and the heart united 
e ſup- + fo God in holy fellowſhip, love, delight in his ſervice, 
which ( Ke. without giving a knowledge of acceptance with 
t be- him, being reſtored to his image, and mtitled to his 
deny- + kingdom. Which habitual preparation, followed by 
5 un- an actual one in all holy living, gives certainty e- 
de 28 , qual to mathematical demonſtration, apes 2a 
Pole, 4” C. But is it not preſumption to pretend to be 
9 It; certain of God's favour? &x&ð6¶. 84 
rſon, P. If it be pretended only, it is preſumption in- 
And, 'feed! But it is both a duty and à privilege ſo to be. 
r be A duty, becauſe wo are commanded t avort onr® our 
| lin, * " ſaFvation,* and make our calling and eleftion\ ſure. 1 
3 And a privilege, inaſmuch as it is impoſſible ro be 
re 


ſatisfied without it. 
thinks ſerioufly of, and finds not à clear and“ full 
Preparation for it, will be in great perplexity. It i. 
an awful thing to look into eternity, ànd not know 


Death is certain, and*whoever 


whither one's going. They muſt be uhder à great 
infatuation of mind, who can do that without con- 


cern. Their conſcience is callous beyond compare ; 


or they ſtrangely impoſe upon them ſeſves by hoping 
the beſt, without any reaſon for ſo doing. Bus the 
Almighty never deſigned his creatures to die at 2 
venture. Whoever thinks ſo, is much mifſtakeh in 
the nature of true religion; and, without breach of 
charity; may be fuppoſed wholly deſtitute bf it; For, 


where there is the leaſt degree of religious underſtanc- 
ing, there is the knowledge of the want of that ai. 


ſurance; and, where true religion is, there is Conf. 
dence, that want being ſupplied thereby. t; is chen 


ſo far from à erime to be confident,” that if is cha- 


racteriſtic of the chriſtian; and not in af accidental. 


but eſſential ſenſe, being the unalienable pfoduct of 
* Phil, 11. 12. T 2 Pet. 1, Io, 
| ; it: 


TH. 


its nature. And what a ſtrong ſuſpicion muſt lie up- 


on the religion of thoſe perſons, who either deny or 


decry it! And, confident I am, it is not only poſ- 
ſible to be aſſured, but is the moſt profitable and 
pleaſant thing in the world. And if it be the privi- 
lege of one, why not of all? ſeeing the ſame ſub- 
ſtance and circumſtantials of religion, are needful for 
all who have ſinned. I conclude, then, that all 
real chriſtians can ſay with St. John, We knoaw that 
wwe are of God. And with St. Paul, We know that 
F the earthly houſe of this tabernacle were difolved, 


abe have a building of God, an houſe not made with 


Hands, eternal in the heavens, F And He that hath 
ewrought us for the ſelf ſame thing is God, who alſs 
hath. given us the earneſt of the ſpirit. t And, therefore, 
Sir, if your (or any other perſon's) experience, agree 
not-with this natural, rational and ſcriptural account, 
I muſt be excuſed from giving you the character of a 
chriſtian. - - 

C. And fo according to your account, all who 
know not forgiveneſs of fins, have not the witneſs of 
the ſpirit, nor anticipate glory by grace in the heart, 
mult be excluded heaven for ever. ILY 
F. I believe ſo; becauſe whoever have ſinned, 


without theſe are neither chriſtians nor qualified for 


heaven. 'They are the ſubſtance of religion. And 
their evidence is ſuch as carries conviction of being 
ſons and heirs of God. (Whether every poſſeſſor of 
them can call them by ſcriptural names, or have iden- 
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tical ideas of them, I ſay not: For that depends 


upon acquaintance with words uſed in theſe caſes.) 
And when they come, which they generally do, in 
an inſtantaneous way, that is a circumſtantial addi- 
tional evidence. Vea, where that circumſtance nei- 
ther is, nor need be, the caſe is nearly the ſame: 
For, if a perſon were born holy, and remained ſo, 


he would be ſenſible of the happy frame and tendency 


of his ſoul. Or if born ſinful, and gradually renew- 
ed by the ſpirit to complete holineſs; the gradation 
| | would 

* x John v. 19, 1 2 Cor, v. 1. 1 2 Cor. v. 5. 
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would carry in it a partial evidence, and the com- 


pletion of it a perfect one. Seeing then that God 
giveth the knowledge of ſalvation through the remiſ- 


ſion of ſins, and his ſpirit to bear witneſs with our 

ſpirit that we are his children, and thereby a meetneſs 
for heaven; it is clear, none go to heaven without 
having and knowing them. 


C. Well, after all that has been ſaid, I yet fee no 


_ propriety in the doctrine of the ſpirit, nor am willing 


to believe it, inaſmuch as it ſuppoſes man of him- 
ſelf to be no wiſer in religion than a beaſt, nor bet- 
ter diſpoſed to it than a devil. 

P. It does fo ſuppoſe. And what cauſe of won- 
der is that? Does not the ſcripture ſay ſo? Is not 
man born as à wild aſi's colt?“ A ſkittiſh, fooliſh 
thing! Correſpondent to which, it is ſaid, The natu- 
ral man recei veth not the things of the ſpirit of God : 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. f And who 
are they who know what they know naturally, as 
brute beaſts, but the ſenſual, who have not the ſpirit *t 
You ſee, man may not only want the ſpirit, but, 
without it, is as ignorant as an animal in religious 


things. And, the other part of his character, is as 


conſpicuous : For what is an evil heart (which is na- 
tural to man) but the image of the devil? And 
which, in whomſoever it is, diſtinguiſhes thoſe who 
have not, from thoſe who have, the ſpirit, As it is 
ſin, which differences devils from holy angels. And 
if to be wicked among angels, be characteriſtic of a 


devil; it is, among men, of being like a devil. 


Thus the ignorance of animals, and the ſinful diſpo- 
fition- of the devils, make man's compoſition. Nor 
can man, without the ſpirit, be more properly de- 


fined, than by ſaying, he is half beaſt, half devil.“ 


Which definition, St, James confirms beyond all con- 
tradiction. The wi/dom (ſaith he) which deſcendeth 


not from above, zs earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. James 


„„ 13, T3 Cor. ic 34. t Jude 19, 
| C 2 : Het. 


[ 28 ] 
ni. 15. Man's natural wiſdom. (or ſpirit, for wiſdon 
3s the property of a ſpirit, and the property canno: 
be without the principle) which is from beneath, as 
ſtanding oppoſed to God's, which is from above, 
ver. 17, is animal and deviliſh. How ncedful then 
the ſpirit, to cure man of theſe evils? 
From the heart, ignorance and wickedneſs flow 
with a full tide. And how ſhall the foul ſtreams of 
perſonal practice become pure, but by the purifying 
of the heart? Never will the life be good, while 
the heart remains evil. But let the fountain be 
cleanſed, and the ftream will run clear. This is 
the work of God, in which his ſpirit is the agent. 
He convinces, juſtifies, ſanctifies and aſſiſts. All 
which flow from a covenant relation betwixt God 
and man, through Chriſt Jeſus, The holy ſpirit mi- 
litates againſt man's ignorance and wickedneſs, by 
ſhewing their evil nature and dangerous tendency, 
and by exciting him to ſeek ſalvation from them. 
By which conviction, ignorance and love of ſin de- 
part, and gu:lt and fear, grief and ſhame, take place. 
Which, properly uſed, conduce to make men con- 


ide in Chriſt; on the performance of which, the 


ſpirit expels guilt, and all its concomitants, and 
principles the ſoul with a meaſure of purity, 
peace, &c. And inaſmuch as he oppoſes all that is 
contrary to himſelf, the remains of wrong tempers 
and affections, are expoſed and treated by him, as 
enemies to his reſidence and rule; and, diligence 
being uſed in concurring with his inſtructions and 
excitations, he ſoon eradicates all the root of evil, 
and fills the foul with all the fulneſs of God. 

Thus man, by the mediation of Chriſt, and the 
agency of the Holy Ghoſt, is united to God, and has 
fellowſhip with him. In which bleſſed condition, all 
the ſprings of religious duty perform their functions, 
with eaſe and delight, to the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind. And while the foul is exerciſed 
in well-doing, it not only preſerves its habitual ho- 


lineſs unimpaired; but the influences of the Holy 


Ghoſt 
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is abundant. This, Sir, is the fruit of a change 
from the wiſdom which is animal and deviliſh, to 
that which is pure, peaceable, gentle, &c. How ex- 
cellent! and, in compariſon of which, what is all 
the world but a trifle ! 


C. And are theſe the doctrines you propagate ? 


They are myſtical, enthuſiaſtic, and enough to puzzle 


eople's heads. I think our doctrine of moral duties 
15 better adapted to their capacities, and calculated 
to do more good. 4 an | "LIFE 
P. With theſe we have entertained this part of the 


world. Jeſus Chriſt the only Saviour, juſtification 
through faith in him, a new nature by his ſpirit, 


and, as a conſequetice of the whole, a life devoted 
to God and the good of mankind, are our general 
doctrines. The circumſtances attending, are the 
knowledge of ſalvation, the witneſs of our ſonſhip, 
an earneſt of heaven, and the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience. Now the correſpondence of theſe with 
ſcripture, is indiſputable. And they are confirmed 
by every creed deſervedly called chriſtian: And, 
therefore, may cope with all the unconverted clergy 
in the country. Indeed, thoſe among you who receive 
not the chriſtian's ſyſtem ; and others, Who explain its 
true ſenſe away ; and ſome, who have the form but 
not the power of religion; and many, who have r i- 
ther the one nor the other, will neither underſtaud 
nor reliſh them. And, aſtoniſhing as it is, though 
you live by the Lord's altar, ſome of you have open- 
ly declared, what David's fool did but in his heart, 
viz. that ** there is no God.“ Nor is there want- 
wi. = 
* A few years a go, at a certain place, a Methodiſt was preach- 

ing; when the Miniſter of the pariſh came to oppoſe him; 


and in his oppoſition repeatedly ſwore by the name of the 
C 3. Lord. 


tl 


ing, who deny the {cri ptures they read and explain, 'Y 


for the inſtruction of others. Fheſe are like thoſe 
phyGcians, who would as ſoon die, as take the me- 
dicines they preſcribe to their patients. It is true, 
the Arian clergy laboured for a creed according to 
their on conceptions, by ſeeking a diſpenſation 
from ſubſcriptions. and oaths, initiatory into, and 


obligatory upon all, who continue in the church. 


But failing in the attempt, ſome, honeſt to their 
principles, gave up the church with all her profits. 
Others, ſtill read creeds contrary to their. judgment, 
for, perhaps, the ſake of a good living. But, 
the Nominal gentlemen, are the moſt numerous, 
Now among theſe (who are neitber Atheiſts, Deiſts, 


A © 273 = EC 


nor Arians, in profeſſion) is a numerous band, Who, 


it ſeems, have never conſidered divine things ; pre- 
ferment is all their aim; which learning, but eſpe- 
clally the favour of the rich and great, is the way 
to. Doctrines, teacking a neceſſity of Chriſt's merit 


and ſpirit, and their efficacy in converting ſinners 


from evil to good, are unknown to them. So, though 
they wear the ſtamp of heaven, and are exceeding 
po to all experienced perſons; yet thoſe who ſhould 

e beſt verſed in them, call them myſtical and en- 


thufiaſtic. But this is the fruit of ignorance, unbe- 
lief, and a ſaul deſtitute of all that is divine. For, 


The things of which we treat, are experimental and 


abſolutely neceſſary. Juſtification delivers from the 


guilt of paſt ſin, The new birth is freedom from 


evil tempers and affections, The firſt of theſe con- 


cerns the conſcience; and, therefore, is comprehend- 
ed by the weakeſt capacity : Conſequently, not myſ- 
tical to any but thoſe who neither have it, nor know 
the want of it. The ſecond, viz. the birth. of the 


ſpirit, being ſupernatural, and wrought in the foul ; 


enthuſiaſm is a word thrown out againſt it, by thoſe 
| CAO Fo whoſe 


© Lord, For which the Preacher reproved him, © O (ſaid he) 
© there is not ſuch a being as God! To which was replied, 
If there be no God, why do you ſwear by his name? He 
anſwered, It is but a word of courſe!“ 


* 


L J© 1 


2 whoſe religion conſiſts in their own performances, not 
What the Lord does for them. But if this be enthu. 
ſiaſm, what an enthufiaſt was Paul, when he faid; 
ye love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the 


wy 
EI 
of 
* 


xs 


Holy Ghoft which is given to 11.“ No man in his 
ſober ſenſes, deſerves that name more than he, be- 
cauſe there can be no greater inſtance of What you 
call enthuſiaſm. The charge then cannot ſtand, ex- 
cept he be preſt into the ſervice, to ſupport it. 

As for the doctrine of moral duties, the miniſters 


of this age deal ſo largely in, what has it done? 


Alas! may they not all ſay, according to their time 
of ſtanding in the miniftry, as one now living ſaid 
in his pulpit, “ I have preached fifty years to this 
«© congregation, and do not know one ſoul turned 


< to God.” A dreadful conſideration ! How many 


in that pariſh (a conſiderable market-town) have died 


in that time! Now this, I believe, is but a ſpecimen 


of all the moral preaching, among finners, in the 
world. Nor can it be otherwife : For the doQrine 
of duties belongs only to thoſe whoſe hearts are re- 
newed by grace, and thereby qualified to perform 
them. But ſinners are not ſo qualified : Therefore 
it cannot profit them. What the Lord does, inde- 
pendant of that doctrine, to thoſe who fit under it, I 
ſay not. But to all who are in their ſims, it is delu- 
ſive. And the ſtate of moſt pariſhes, is a full proof 
of it. For what are moſt church people, but igno- 
rant, giddy, ungodly creatures? Which, whoever will 
examine their knowledge, and obſerve their conduct, 
will find melancholy proof of. New it is hard to 
conceive that this would have been the caſe, had 
the goſpel been faithfully preached to them. — 
For ſurely the Lord confirmeth the word of his 
ſervants, and maketh it the ſavour of life unto 


life, to them that obey it; as well as of death | 


unto death, to them that rejet it. But yours is 

neither. It quickens none, nor condemns any : Be- 

cauſe not the word of life, nor the rule of right 

judgment. It leaves them as it found them, Only 

| with 
Rom. v. 5. | 


— 
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} with this difference, that the deceived as well as the 

deceiver, grow worſe and werſe : Like an old difſ- * 
eaſe, 'which, the longer it. continues, is the more 
f ' Incurable.- bs, 

C. It cannot be denied that there is much wicked- 
neſs in the world. But whether the want of the doc- 
trine of grace be one cauſe of it, is not ſo certain. 
| P. What our Lord obſerves in another caſe, is ap- * 
plicable to this. Do zen. (faith he) gather grapes of * 
| thorns, or figs of thiftles ? I add, does any doctrine | 

| operate contrary to, or produce effects not implied 

| in, its nature? No. Hence it is, that the doctrine 
lf of duties not dealing in things divine, teaches not to 

| 

| 


expect them in this life. But the doctrine of grace, 
ſpeaks of God's exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
whereby we are made partakers of the Divixs Na- 
Tune.“ The promiſes exhibit this, and the ſouls _ 
of believers, receive it. But you do not teach it; 

and yet only by this can men ceaſe from fin ang 
ſerve God, What juſter concluſion then can be 
drawn, than that your doctrine, uſurping the place 
of Chriſt's, keeps the world in ignorance and wick- 
edneſs. This, indeed, you may be ignorant of, or 
affect to deny; but I, from long experience, am ſen- 
fible of, and therefore afirm. And, moreover, ſinn 
cerely believe it to be the greateſt moral evil, this 
nation has ſuſtained. 


lM r 


THE SECOND PART. 


| P. Tp, ORASMUCH then as your own words prove, 
| that you are not a Chriſtian, how came you 
| to enter into the miniſtry ? And what excuſe can be 
VB made tor your affirming to the Biſhop, that you were 
% moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you that 
de office; and after preaching many years, acknow- 
ledge you know nothing of it? Eg 


* 


„ 


C. I entered into the miniſtry, becauſe 1 was re- 
| $olarly bred to it. 


P. You mean, Sir, I ſuppoſe, i in ſchool Li 
C. I do. And was not that ſufficient ; eſpecially 


1 the Biſhop approved of, and admitted me to 
*pfficiate, in that capacity? 


7 Y 


P. Your being ſo prepared and initiated is no 


1 57 you were properly — to preach. 


C. What more was neceſſarß ? 
P. A great deal, Sir. Vea, the only thing, that 


. could either give a right to preach, or make your 
preaching ſucceſsful. 


C. What ie that? | 

P, Why the very thing you vrofeſſed to have and 
be moved by, and which your acknowledgment to me, 
practice, and preaching, prove you deſtitute of ; 1 


mean the Holy Ghoſt. 


C. * I own, that I ſaid, I did not know that of 


which you ſpeak. 


P, Very well, Sir; is not that proof enough you | 


f had it not; and; therefore, could not be moved by 


C. I did as others had done before me, anſwered 
the queſtion according to the rule, in that caſe, 


; Many learned men have ſo entered the church. And 
| why ſhould I be more ſcrupulous than they ? 


P. I believe you were not ſingular therein: Others 


* The gentieman with whom I converſed, frankly owned 
ne knew nothing of the New-Birth, nor Inſpiration of the 
Spirit.“ I fear he is but too fair a picture of the majority 
ot thoſe who enter the church, And then it is no wonder ſhe 
is as ſhe is: For how can men, ignorant and deſtitute of what 
is effential to ſalvation, ſhew others the way to it ! But preach- 
ing is now conſidered and treated as a ſecular affair, A little 
learning added to the natural capacity, qualiſy a modern mini- 
ſter! The converſion of the foul to God, as the principle of 
all chriſtian praQice, and the ſuperadded aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the buſineſs of preaching, are things which but few 
feem to form a favourable judgment of, Though, if there be 
a truth in the world, it is, that there can neither be chriſtia» 
ny, nor a goſpel qualification for preaching, without them. 


have 


E | 
have done ſo alſo. But will that juſtify you? For, 
is it a light thing to lie? And yet Biſhop Burnett, 
who was no enthuſiaſt, tells you, if a perſon be aſked? 
if he is moved by the Holy Ghoſt to preach, ſays," 
4 truſt fo, and yet knows nothing of any ſuch notion, 
he lies to the Holy Ghoſt, and makes his firſt ap- 


proach to the altar with a lie in his mouth.“ Pray, .,; 


Sir, what think you of that? But you had your rea- 
ion for ſo doing, and that was, you could not be or- 
dained without it. And if ſo, perhaps you had fail- 
ns a convenient maintainance, 11 not a gentee! 
living. i | 

C. And do you think we preach for money? 9 

P. I believe you can belt anſwer that. But if you 
will ſuffer me to ſuggeſt my thoughts, I mult ſay, I 1 
believe you do. 1 145 | © 

C. What is your reaſon for that? | 

P, Becauſe moſt of you are men of no religion, 
and of evil lives; and that though you preach, your 
chief care is to ſecure the profits. And, to convince * 
you of it, let me aſk, whether ſaving ſouls is any 
part of your motive for preaching? Alas! Sir, do 
you care for your own ſoul? If not, how ſhould you 
care for others? And does not your practice prove, 
you do not? You play at cards, and fing merry 
_ ſongs, frequent hunting and horſe-courfing, balls and 
plays, and divert yourſelf with every trifle that comes 
in your way. Vea, perhaps, curſing and ſwearing, 
drunkenneſs and whoredom, and other abominable 
things, are practiſed by you. And can you reconcile 
theſe with religion? They are incompatable. Did 
you but fear God, you would as ſoon burn your fleſn 
for diverſion, as do them. And if you loved him, 
you could not make ſuch ſenſeleſs returns for his be- 
nefits. And what is your care for others? The 
ſame as for yourſelf, You do what your office obliges 
you to, and look no farther, What end it anſwers, 
is no concern of yours. For though he that was a 
drunkard, ſwearer, ſabbath-breaker, whore-monger, 
liar, &c. is fo ſtill, and that your whole pariſh re- 
mains 
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nains unreformed ; yet you are as unconcerned as if 


tell ey were all infallibly certain of ſalvation, But if 
2 aving ſouls were your motive to preach; and that 
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end not anſwered, it certainly would pain you. 

Vou would know what St. Paul meant, by great hea- 

q ere and continual ſorrow in his heart,“ for the Jews. 

That this is not your motive, may alſo be inferred 

from another thing. If you got no pay for preach- 
30g, would not that trouble you? I believe it would. 

And if you would grieve for the one, and not for the 

ö other, it is eaſy to know what makes you a preacher. 

But, Sir, is a good living enough for murdering 

ſouls? How much better employed is he who robs 

upon the high-way, or kills, in cool blood, for a 

5 "(mall reward! 

C. And do you think we murder . ? 

Pi. Sir, a falſe miniſtry murders. And yours is 
that. You do not preach Jeſus Chriſt as the way, 
the truth, and the li 77. His merit and ſpirit, with 
you, are not the cauſe of dead ſinners being quick- 

ned and kept alive. Forgiveneſs, which removes 


: {condemnation and gives life, you hold impoſſible, or 


blaſphemous. Inſpiration, which reſtores the life of 
God by giving a holy diſpoſition of heart, you call en- 
thuſiaſm. Now theſe being the only things by which 
ſinners can be quickened ; not to preack them, is, in- 


directly, to murder here, and deſtroy them everlaſt- | 
ingly hereafter. And this charge is ſo juſt, that all 


? evaſions will only aggravate the evil. As the Lord 
lives then, who ſent his ſon, that men might live 


through him ;+ by with-holding that doctrine from 
them, you bring their blood upon your own head, and 


may expect to be dealt with as a deceiver of ſouls. 


All the curſes denounced againſt ſuch, will, if you 
continue ſo to do, fall upon you. 
Ci. Notwithſtanding what you ſay ; I hope, doing 
my duty by preaching, reading prayers, &c. will 
acquit me in the account of God. 
P. But how is your duty done? Is not your "PIR ; 


as 


Rom. ix, 2, Þ 1 John iv. 9. 
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 faſe, you ſee ſome of them at church, and the reſt onl) 
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as a preacher, the effect of neceſlity ? Something muſs 
be. done, ſo ſomething is done. And if your people 
will come to church, they may; if not, they may 
ſtay away: For you never look And 


after them. And 
thus, from year to year, the wheel goes round. Is 
this doing your duty? Rather, is it not doing ſome- 
thing to entitle you to the profits of your pariſh? ? 

C. You may call it fo if you will; but I do not 
allow it. | | t- | . Hp 

P. It is certainly ſo. You began with it: And for 
what elſe do you continue? If you could get no more 
money by it, would you preach any more? As for 
your people, they are irreligious to the laſt degree. 
And yet you are ſatisfied : For you are gay and 
chearful; and, what is more convincing, you fit ' 
ſtill, and let them do as they will. Now diſſatisfied 
perſons, in other caſes, do not ſo; they try all poſ- 
ſible means before they can be reconciled to what is 


34 
22 
2 + . 


diſagreeable. But you try none: You neither re- 


prove them perſonally, nor exhort them to leave ſin- 


ment, the end of your miniſtry is anſwered ; and that 
js in a comfortable livelihood. And if your parith af- 
ord not ſuch company, diverſions, and conveniences 
üs are agreeable, you will not reſide in it. In which | 


by accident, or when they go to the grave. HoW. 
ever, they anſwer ſome end to you now; but how are 
they to be anſwered for another day ? 3 
C. You reproach us. - q 
P. If truth reproach you, your caſe is both blame 
able and pitiable ; if any pity belong to perſons in 
our circumſtances. But perhaps yours admit of ver) 
ade: inaſmuch as your ignorance and wickedne!: ' 
terminate not in yourſelves, but greatly influence 
others alſo. They are epidemical in the moſt exten- 
five ſenſe, having to do, in general, with whole 


oariſhes, But we will bring your preaching and 

 >raRtice to the teſt. And that your doctrine is no: | 

what it ought to be, no perſon of ſound Toons 
f 19 


1 
( 


ople of human merit, not of God's Merey; of works, not 
Ray! of faith: Your leading principle is, that men will be 
And faved for What they do. This ſtands oppoſed to 
11 Chriſt's merit. And the condition of being ſaved, 
with you, is the work done. Hence it is, that ſal- 
© = vation by Chriſt as the meritorious cauſe, and through 
* = faith as the condition, if ever, only accidentally, enter 
not into your diſcourſes. And this receives all the con- 
| for + firmation it need or can do, from the effects of it; I 
mean, as you preach, ſo your people generally believe. 
ae Hence their knowledge in Nie, chiefly con- 
for fiſts of ſome indigeſted notions of good works. But 
. what, in a goſpel Tenſe, makes them fo, and to what 
ard purpoſe they are ſo made, they are very inſenſible. 
5 i Of which I will give you ſome inſtances. Charity 
ficd | (they ſav) will cover a multitude © fens. 1 Pet. iv. 8. 
pole By which they mean that thoſe who give alms, cover or 
E157 atone ſor their fins. Whereas the text means no ſuch b 
* ; thing, It only fignifes that (ayanes) Love, overlooks ; 
de. the faults or infirmities of others. Again, He tha: 5 
hat! fergives, ſpall be forgiven. In which they make for- N 
„ giving, the whole cauſe of being forgiven; though 4 
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in religion, will queſtion. It is generally a doctrine 


it is but a condition of it. And then their ge 
neral notion of ſetting good works againſt bad ones, 
or as their phraſe is, doing the beit they can, is 
quite concluſive: Thinking, when that is ſaid, all is 
{aid that can be for ſalvation. Now, Sir, this is the 
very picture of your preaching : For of you they learnt 
this creed, But is this the goſpel! way of ſalvation * 
No; it is diametrically oppoſite to it. And what is 


extremely ſtrange and unaccountably ridiculons, is. 
that, perhaps, no people in the world have leis rea- 


fon to ſpeak of good works than they. For our of 
whoſe mouths flow ſo many oaths and curſes, lies, 
nonſenſe, obſcene ſpeeches, &c.? Who is it that rant 
and roar, ſing ſings and other irreligions things 1n 
public and private houſes? Of whom are the numbers 
of drunkards, gluttons, ſabbath breakers, whore- 
mongers, thieves, pickpockets, covetous, proud, puſ- 
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ſionate, ſelfwilled people compoſed? And to what 


church do they belong, who frequent balls and plays, 
and by other wicked methods murther time and proſ- 
titute themſelves to bad purpoſes? Whence come the 
numbers of horſe-courſers, cock-fighters, eard-players, 
loiterers in the ſtreets, &c.? Why, if a few others mix 
with them, yet they generally conſiſt of church peo- 
ple. And to whom do finners belong ? If we believe 
St. John, to the devil: For he that comemitteth ſiu is of 


the devil. This is notorious, notwithſtanding they tit 


under your weekly inſtructions, and paſs for good chriſ- 


tians. And when they have run their irreligious 


race, you commit their bodies to the grave in ſure 


and certain hope of the reſurrection to eternal life. 


C. We preach good works as the way to heaven, 


and if the people will not live in them, we cannot 


help it. | 
P. Pray, Sir, what makes a work good ? 
C. The goodneſs of the work done. 
P. I believe not, Sir. A man may feed the poor, 


which is good in itſelf; but neither pleaſe God, nor 


profit his own ſoul thereby: For, ſaith St. Paul, / 


| £{ beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, and have not 


(ayary) love, it profiteth me nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 
Obſerve, giving all a man hath, will do nothing, 


without hat which ſanctifieth the gift to the good of 


the giver; and that is the grace of God, producing 
divine charity. And in the 13th article of your own 
church, you are told, that works done before the grace 
of Chrift, and the inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not 
pleaſant to God, But you call inſpiration enthufrajm /! 
Now if your church be right in making inſpiration 
the ground of good works; you who deny it, differ 
from her, and deſtroy that ground. Put does not 
Chriſt alſo ſay, make the tree good, and the fruit will 
be good? That is, let men become good, in a goſpel. 
ſenſe, by a new nature, and their works will be good 
alſo. But not till then. Preaching good works as 
the way to heaven, you ſce, before regeneration, 1s 
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wrong, is like ſewing a piece of new cloth to an old 


garment, which makes the rent worſe. And, 


Seeing that your docrine is deluſive, and the peo- 


ple are deceived by it; I (hall now obſerve your con- 


du, and how far it iufluences theirs. And there is 


no difficulty in this: For you are no recluſe. Your 


ſtudy takes not up ſo much of your time, but that you 


may be ſeen by ſome or other, moſt hours of the day. 


And if I judge right, you are no enemy to every 
thing in its feafon. You object not to cards at 
ckriſtmas, nor a horſe-race in ſummer, nor find fault 


with a ball or play in a winter evening. And when 


the ſeaſon has fledged the fowl, and matur'd the fox 
and hare, you are not tardy at diverſions produced by 
thoſe creatures, Perhaps vollies of oaths and evil 
words iſſue from your mouth; and ſo much ſtrong 


drink enters, as make pimples in your face, trembling. 
id your hands, and heavineſs in your head. And, 1 


fear, you ſo ſet your affections on this world, as to 


forget the next; of which you give ſufficient proof, 


in laviſhly taking of the firſt, but never of the laft, 


except when you cannot help it. What proficiency 


you have made in lying, fince you profeſt to be moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt to preach, and never yet believed 


the doctrine of inſpiration, is beſt known to your 


ſelf. Nor do you weary your family with long pray- 
ers, either in the morning or evening, nor ſpoil 


their diverſion by expoſitions of ſcripture, nor put 


them out of countenance by aſking queſtions about 
the condition of their ſouls, nor fatigue yourſelf, nor 
ſpend your time in going about your pariſh to in- 
ſtruct or reprove, as occaſion may require. Yea, 
hen ſwearers, liars, drunkards, ſabbath-breakers, 
&C. come in your way, you are not ſo diſobliging as 
to brou-beat them with their fins. But you ſome- 
times entertain the beſt of the pariſh with a game at 
cards, or with feaſting and drinking, when the poor 


are ready to periſh for want of bread. In ſhort, you 


are a gentleman, and that is all the good end. your 
miniſtry anſwers. x 
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C. I inſtruct and reprove them at church, which is 
more convenient. 3 Ty 

P. I grant it, Sir. Becauſe there you may make 
one ſentence ſerve for all of one fort; which makes 
your proſpect of ſucceſs the greater: For if one will 
not take it, another may. Beſides, there you are in 
no danger of being oppoſed with, Phy/ician heal thy- 
ſelf ! Whereas, were you to fall upon particulars in 
a perſonal way, ſome might be ſo irreverent as to 
retaliate ; others wou'd be offended ; another plead 
cuſtom ; and more conſtitution; and perhaps ſome 
promiſe amendment and never perform. _ 

C. I think it beſt to give as little offence in doing 
good, as may be. | 

H. I think fo too, Sir; provided doing good be 
but rightly gone about. But what think you of a 
miniſter who is afraid of doing his duty in the way 
beſt calculated for it? . 

C. But if I do it at church that is ſufficient. 

P. And how is it done there? Do you tell them, 
if they continue in fin, they muſt be damn'd? Alas! 
Sir, that is a hard word, and beſt ſuits the mouth of 
a methodiſt. Well; but before your duty is done, 
you muſt tell them that, and more of the ſame kind: 


For, it is written, he that believeth not ſhall be damn d. 


Mark xvi. 16. But poſſibly you think that needleſs, 
ſuppoſing, as your brother told me, that you“ preach 
to a chriſtian congregation.” A chriſtian congrega- 
tion of drunkards, ſwearers, lyars, ſabbath-breakers, 
&c. A wiſe heathen once called ſuch, “ devil chrit- 
tians!” You give them a better, tho? not fo proper, 
a name. | | 

C. I tell them of their fins, and that they mu! 
repent. | | 

P. Perhaps fo. But do you deal faithfully with 
them ? Rather, when you have ſaid ſomething againſt 
ſin in general, you are careful to conclude with, © ] 
hope better things of you.“ 

C. Hard doctrine damps peoples ſpirits, and unfits 
them for buſineſs, We mult not deitroy their bodies 
by ſeeking to ſave their ſouls, e 
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P. At any rate, Sir, take care of their bodies and 
buſineſs! But if they die in their ſins, will they 
thank you in hell for that? I believe not. 


C. But, if I deal roughly with them, they will 


not continue to hear me. | | 
P. What then? You are clear; fo if they periſh, 
their blood will be upon their own heads. 

C. But my nature will not ſuffer me to do ſo. 

P. Then your nature is not good. *Tis a wicked 


his neighbour, when his ſoul may burn in hell 


ſoftueſs, and fooliſh pity, which 'makes a man 5 | 
t 


ro? 


his neglect. 


C. I think it better to ingratiate myſelf into their 


favour, and gain them by that means. 


P. Thus ſome of your brethren have ſaid before 
you, and ſet the example by companying with fin- 


ners, that their inſtruct'ons at church, might have 
the better effect upon them. 4 
C. Did not Paul become all things to all men, 


that he might gain ſome? 

P. In religious ceremonies and modes of worſhip, 
he did. But they were things of an indifferent na- 
ture, which mig t be done or not with a good con- 


ſcience. But did the Apoſtle ever hunt, play at 


cards, dance, ſing ſongs, go to balls and plays, &c. 
where not ſo much as the ſhadow of religion is, to 
win ſouls? Betwixt the holy genius of his religion 

and theſe things, there was an entire antipathy. _ 
C. We mult not pretend to be like the Apoſtles. | 
P. No, Sir! why not? There is the ſame grace 
for us there was for them. Every perſon may be a 
holy as Paul was, becauſe every one may be filled 
with the holy ſpirit, which is the root of all practical 

holineſs. „ 
C. But we muſt not be unſociable and give offence. 
P. We ought to be ſerious, and with a godly ſin- 
cerity too; which cuts off all that is inconſiſtent with 
the fear and love of God. As for giving, offence, if 
diſcharging the duty of our calling does it, it is 
right, But you are very careful touching that : For 
| D 3 when 


a 


8 
LES 2 4 4 $4 mw * "_— a* 7 N 
” ; 1 3 3 3 5 5” A n 
- IE af. + CTC. A — 9 
. — — — e 0 —— F — 0 


— XY 
1 


I = =o 


— 


when in your pulpit diſcourſes, you have harangued 
againſt ſin, and dropt ſomething about diverſions, 
which perſons of a tender conſcience, wou'd call fins. 


To avoid giving offence, and prevent miſtakes, you 
tell them, there is no harm in innocent diver- 
ſions.“ However, you leave them to determine what 
is innocent, and what not: For you never tell them 
how far they may go and be innocent, and where 


they muſt end. But they are not much at a loſs for 


that, inaſmuch as they take your ſermon for the text, 
and your practice for the comment. If then you can 
dance and ſing, hunt and go to horſe- courſes, drink 
and whore, &c. for diverſion, they take it for granted, 
ſo may they: For, ſay they, our Parſon is a learned 
man, and muſt know what is what. Thus, Sir, 
your precepts are illuſtrated by your practice, and 
oth are binding to your people. | 
C. But ſome of us live a ſober life. 

P, It wou'd be pity indeed if you did not, But 
is there five hundred in ten thouſand in this country 
who do ?. I have been in moſt parts of it, and have 
found but few. But ſuppoſe more or leſs, that's no 
proof of being chriſtians. A perſon may be ſober, as 
it ſtands oppoſed to exceſs, from conſtitution, neceſ- 


ſity, or accidence, and not from conſcience, or the 


fear of God. Now a miniſter may be knawn by his 
preaching. (Tho? that will not hold good in all 


caſes, becauſe a bad man may read good doctrine.) 


If he 1s religiouſly ſober, he will preach the ſpirit, 
as abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. But how few do 
this? Who preaches that man muſt be born of 'the 
ſpirit, or never enter heaven ? Yea, does it profeſſedly 


and explicitly, making it and what is connected with 


it, the ſum total of his doctrine, as being the one. 


thing needful. He is a black ſwan indeed who does 


this: But they ſeldom appear. You may know him 
by his name, for he is called a Methodiſt ; tho? per- 
haps he has no connexion with thoſe. commonly. ſo 
called, However, preaching the. fuhſtance of the 
fame doctrine, he is ranked among them. 


GC. And 
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Ee. And do you think no preaching is right but the 
methodiſts? | 


P. They preach the goſpel as explained by the 
articles and homilies of the church of England, And 
which, through their labors, has been abundantly 
ſuccesful amongſt all orders of men, to their ſalva- 
tion. When, the contrary doQrine, preached many 
years, had no ſucceſs; except to make men worſe. 


The doctrine of works (without grace) inculcated 


upon perſons dead in fin, has left them in full poſ- 
ſeſion of their evil nature, to bring forth a plentiful 


harveſt of wickedneſs, And ſurely nothing can ex- 
ceed the ignorance and irreligion of moſt: All or- 
ders, high and low, clergy and laity, where there 


15 no other preaching, few exceptions to be made, 
being ignorant and wicked to the laſt degree. Hence 
it is, that a religious perſon is now accounted and 
treated as a monſter. And he that departs from 
iniquity, maketh himſelf a prey. And the clergy 
being as culpable as others, the old adage is appli- 
cable to the preſent age; Like prieſt, like people!“ 

C. However, if neither our doctrine, nor practice 


will acquit us; our ordination is ſuch as will bear the 


ſtricteſt ſeruti ny. 
P. I know not that, Sir. 


Ci. But have not the Biſhops a divine right to or- 
dain ? and are not all ordain'd by them, truly called 


to the miniſtry ? | 
P. So your church maintains in her 23d article. 


But tho' I am a churchman as well as a methodiſt, 
1 diflent there. 


C. Why, are not the Biſhops the Apoſtles ſucceſ- 
ſors ? 


P. That they ſucceed them in order of time and 


profeſſion, I allow. But whether in ſpirit, practice, 


doctrine, and authority, is not ſo certain. In theie, 


1 fear, they differ as the ſhadow does from the body. 
C. But are they not in a direct line from the 


Apoſtles? 
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F. If they are, it deſcended thro! the Romiſn 
church for ſeveral hundred years; inaſmuch as the 
reformers pretended to no other authority for retain- 
ing old, nor for making new Biſhops, than was 
derived from them. But if the Biſhops ſucceed the 
Apoſtles, the ſucceſſion conſiſts of that of which 
the firſt order conſiſted: For it is enough to make a 


ſenſible man ſmile, to hear of a ſucceſſion, when 


the end is no more like the beginning, than if it 
did not belong to it. The conſtituting of the Apoſ- 
tles as ſuch, was by the graces and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſanctify ing their E and aſſiſting in their 
miniſterial labors: Which being neither accidental 
nor merely circumſtantial things, but the conſtituent or 
eſſential parts of their compoſition in that reſpect; 
thoſe who have neither the one nor the other, ſucceed 


but ſtrangly to them. 


C. But does not Chriſt promiſe, to be with them 
to the end? | | 

P. He does. And the promiſe being to the Apoſ- 
tles, and their ſucceſſors, thro? all generations; the 
qeery is, who are their ſucceſſors? Which is not 

ifficult to anſwer. For, God being unchangable in 
himſelf, and in the ſervice he requires of mankind ; 
his miniſters muſt be always of the ſame ſpirit and 
practice. Now if the Biſhops differ from the Apoſtles 
in that which conſtiruted them, what right have they 
to the promiſe? Their agreeing in name, is no more 


a proof of being like them, than the Pope's title of 


Chriſt's vicar, is of being Peter's ſucceflor. How 
far thoſe now ſtiled Exner differ from, thoſe an- 


tiently ſo called, I pretend not to certainty ; but if 


any judgment may be formed from doctrines and 


ractices, the difference leaves no compariſon, And 
if as great as many circumſtances make it probable, I 

muſt conclude they have no part in the promiſe. 
But whether the Biſhops be in the right line from 
the Apoſtles or not, in reſpe& of a right to ordain; 
that does not prove the perſons ordained by them, 
true miniſters of Chriſt, For, tho? ordination by 
a Biſhop 


© 
a Biſhop may give you a right to. miniſter 1n the 
church of England ; yet, without ſomething prior 
to that, not in the church of Chriſt. Man's 
ordination is but ſecondary. God muſt firſt or- 


dain by the graces and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Your, own form of ordination ſuppoſes it. The 
Biſhop interrogates every candidate with, Do you 


trult you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to 
take upon you this office and miniſtration ?” To 


which each anſwers, ** I truſt ſo.” Now ſuppoſe 
they are not moved thereby? (And ſurely no man 
denying inſpiration, or ignorant of real religion, or 
living a wicked life is!) The Biſhop's ordination 
does not ſupply the want of Chriſt's; and, conſe- 


quently, makes no man a miniſter of Chriſt. This 


is evident from the nature of the thing. No act af 
man can ſupercede or render unneceſſary what is eſ- 
ſential to a miniſter. The graces and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt are ſo. If then the Biſhops ordain men 


with neither the one nor the other, are they true mi- 


niſters notwithſtanding? Not except the act of ordi- 
nation make a bad man a good miniſter, as conſe- 
crated bread is ſaid to be tranſubſtantiated into Chriſt's 
body. But as bread is bread as well after as before, 
ſo a bad man is bad in both ſtates. _ RG 
Now this 1s the caſe all over England. Men are 
ordain'd who have not perſonal qualifications; in 
which, I now only include the grace of God; of 


which, their ignorance in religion, and wicked lives, 


are a full proof: For how many ſenſeleſs, ſwearing, 
drunken, whoring, gambling, men are ordained! 
Nor have they minift | 

preach. Is there one in five hundred of them cou'd 
make any thing like a religious and rational diſ— 
courſe? Alas! if they had not their written ſermon, 
(which perhaps is none of their own) wou'd not they 
be obliged to imitate their brother in Cornwall, who, 
having a mind to ihew his dexterity in preaching, 
mounted the pulpit without his copy. But before he 
had ſpoken twenty words, like Pharoah's dream, ir 
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E 1 
was all gone from him; and was obliged (poor man !) 
to conclude with con ſuſion of face, How often wou' d 
this or worſe be the caſe, were theſe gentlemen obliged 
to begin without a book? Hew many of them wou'd 
end before they began? For cou'd they ſay any 
thing? But did the Apoſtles or their immediate ſue- 
ceſſors, carry their meſſage in their pockets; which 
ſome of our modern Apoſtles forgetting to do, made 
a. concluſion without a beginning? Yea, there are 
recent inſtances of their going to pray with ſick per- 
ſons, but no prayer book being at hand, they cou'd 


do nothing, and fo left them to pray for themſelves, 


Oh ſhameful ignorance! And 72 theſe are palmed 
upon the world for miniſters of Chriſt! Seeing then 
that the Biſhops ordain men, who have neither grace 


% 


4 


fent into the Lord's vineyard. 


nor gifts, I cannot judge them lawfully called and 


Ei. But you have ns ordination; 


P. You mean, I ſuppoſe, Sir, from man. We 
grant it. Nor do we think we have leſs right to 


preach for that. All the men in the world. cannot 


make a preacher. That is Chriſt's prerogatiye only. 
He does it by the graces and gifts of his ſpirit. And 
if he alone qualify for this work; where that quali- 
fication is, there is no need of another as a miniſter 
of Chriſt. To miniſter in particular churches, there 
muſt be the approbation of the heads of thoſe chur- 
ches. But our call is of the peculiar kind, and, 
perhaps, the moſt apoſtolical of any ſince the Apoſtles 
times, With humble confidence we can fay, the 
Lord pour'd his ſpirit upon us, to make us chriſtians 
and miniſters. Once our lives were like others. We 
lived in ignorance and wickedneſs; we knew neither 
our diſeaſe nor our cure. We ſat under the dull 
ſound of a doctrine which did us no good. Good 
works, which we had not, nor knew the proper 
cauſe of, were the only things recommended to bring 
us to heaven. Jeſus Chriſt as tie one only Saviour, 


juſtification thro? faith in his blood, and ſanctiſication 


by his ſpirit, were things with which our ears were 
| not 


. 
not entertain'd. We were aſleep in nature's night, 
and ſuſpected no danger. But God, by a way we 
knew not, by means unexpected; at a time we looked 
not for, and by a miniſtry (unordained of men) 
accompanied with his ſpirit, brought us to our ſenſes, 
and from our fins. New light broke into our ſouls, 
which diſcover'd fin, miſery, and danger. Our for- 
mer works appear'd vanity; and our utter helpleſneſs 
to do any thing pleaſant to God, or profitable to 
ourſelves, was manifeſted. None but Chriſt cou'd de- 
liver from the bondage we were in. But he was fuf- 
ficient. Faith in his merit brought pardon and peace 
and power over ſin, and a glorious proſpect of heaven 
into our ſouls. Thus we became chriſtians, Afﬀeer- 
wards, by an inſtructive impulſe, opening our under- 
ſtanding iu the ſcriptures, begetting an ardent deſire 


for the good of mankind and the glory of God, and 
giving a power to withſtand all the adverſe powers 


of earth and hell, ſome were qualified and commil- 
ſion'd to publiſh the goſpel to a loſt world, viz. a free 
ſalvation thro' the blood of Jeſus, to all who obe 
the call. And, notwithſtanding labors, difficulties, 
perſecutions, &c. many ftill continue to exhibit theſe 
ſalutary truths; and bleſs God that they have not 
run nor labour'd in vain: Multitudes thro? their 
inſtrumentality, having ſeen the ſalvation of God. 
But alas! Sir, where is the proof of your chriſtia- 
nity and call to the miniftry? Your religion, a li- 
centious life; your qualification for preaching a little 
ſchool learning; your call to it, a convenient, or 
genteel ſtation in the world; your commiſſion, the 
approbation of the Biſhop; and the fruit of your la- 
bour, a confirmation of your people in ignorance and 


wickedneſs. Theſe are heavy charges; but they are 
facts: Which are ſtubborn things. Your progreſs is 


a proof of the nature of your apoſtleſhip. You live 
at eaſe and ſwim in pleaſure. Six days in {even the 
laity have leave to labor; and you ſupply what is 
lacking by doing ſomething on the ſeventh. But, 
for which, is any body either witer or better? The 
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reſt of your time is generally ſpent like a layman's. 
Unconcer'd about the condition of your people, tho? 


wallowing in wickedneſs, you ſport and play and 


thoughtleſly paſs your time away. Or if arrived at 
years which give a graver caſt, ſottiſhly murther your 
moments by drinking and other cuſtomary fins; or 
fill up the large chaſms of life with covetous prac- 
tices. In a word, the diſeaſe of doing nothing to 
good purpoſe, is ſo | pete upon you, that whenever you 
give any proof of caring for your own, or other 
ſouls, all muff greatly wonder. And yet, Sir, your 
aſſumed office Jays you under the obligation of ſpend- 


ing your whole time in theſe things. 


But, indeed, 1t 1s not to be ſuppoſed you ſhou'd 
do that which is contrary to your lifpoſition, Being 
a ſtranger to the divine nature, your ſpirit is corrupt 
and unconfined, except as wickedneſs and the things 
of the world attract and engage it. But theſe being 
in a perpetual flux, many of them as often forſake 


as engage you. And the mind, like a reſtleſs rover, 
wearies itſelf in the purſuit of others. Thus, for 


want of affections finding pleaſure in things above, 
your ſpirit is ever in queſt of unſatisfying delights, 


So having no care for your own ſoul, you have none 


for your people's, (or that only which anſwers no 
good purpoſe.) Nor need this be wonder'd at: For, 
in that caſe, this is the rule, biz. That we love 
our neighbours as oulelves.” 

Now this 1s one of the many evils conſequent on 
an unconverted miniſtry. Having not the mind 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, you have no compaſſion 
for the ſouls of men. Charity for their bodies you 
may have. But that differs diametrically from this. 
That is conſtitutional, being a ſemblance of the 
affection common to men and animals, in reſpe& ot 
their kind. Bat religious love is the reſult of God's 
likeneſs wrought in the ſoul by regeneration. And it 
being a tranſcript of the deity, makes 1ts.poſicifors 
love like him. It is ſpiritual and univerſal, having 
reſpect to the well-being of the ſpirits of all men. 

| | Now 


1 49 J 
Now where this is not, is ſatan's likeneſs, (there is 
no medium) which produceth love like itſelf; for 
ſinners love one another as ſinners: And ſo can- 
not will others to be freed from that which is the cauſe 
of their love to them. Therefore, tho' an uncon- 
verted miniſter may ſpeak againſt fin in the pulpit ; 
(for he ſeldom. does it any where elſe) yet his heart 
agrees not therewith: Of which he gives practical 
proof, by freely joining with, and finding pleaſure in 
their ways. Yea reaſon, as well as the nature of the 
thing, evidences it: For, would a drunkard have no 
drunkards but himſelf? Or a ſwearer be the only 
ſwearer in his pariſh ? Or a card-player have no com- 


ny? Or awhoremonger none of the ſame fort? And 


with regard to all other ſorts of ſinners : Like affects 
like; birds of a feather flock together. Indeed, a co- 
vetous miniſter, (like the uſurer, who commended a ſer- 
mon againſt uſury; and being aſked why? anſwer'd, 
he wanted to have nobody of that buſineſs but himſelf,) 


may chuſe to be alone, that he may fare the better 


for it, Hence, let a wicked miniſter preach ever ſo 
much againſt ſin, he cannot be ſincere in it, nor 
wiſh his word ſucceſs. An evil this of an enormous 
fize, and followed with dreadful effects to the ſouls 
of mankind. And the ſame objection lies againſt his 

_ underſtanding. Being {uxmo; awvpun@>, an animal 
man, one who has not the ſpirit of God, (however 
knowing in natural things, and learned in languages) 
he recerveth not the things of the ſpirit of God: For 
they are fooliſhne/s unto him; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 
14. Spiritual things can only be received by ſpiri- 
tual men, that is, by men who have the ſpirit of 
God: But wicked men have not that ſpirit. Their 
ſpirit or abiſdom is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, James 
iii. 18. And a man of no religious experience, 
cannot inſtruct others in what himſelf is ignorant of. 
Hence it 1s, that unconverted miniſters, if at all, 


deal only in that way by accident. If a diſcourſe of 


that kind come in their way, they may read it, but 
not with underſtanding. But forming ſome notion 
Re | of 
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of moral duties, that is the burthen of their ſong. 
So a poor drunken, whoring, gambling parſon, will 
tell his hearers how they muſt live, and condemn his 
own practice all the time he does it. Indeed, would 
it paſs, a teacher of this kind, would be moſt in- 
ſtructive in the ways of wickedneſs. But then, bad 
as the people are, they would hardly bear that. 

However, I confeſs, I have been much ſurprized to 
hear them preach againſt: practices, themſelves were 
guilty of. But perhaps it was the effect of neceſſity: 
Something muſt be aid againſt ſin, to keep their 
credit as chriſtians. Well; but as ſaying and doing 
are two things; ſpeaking againſt, and living in ſin, 
will only do for thoſe who look no farther than their 
fingers ends, the preſent time: For, ſurely, they who 
believe another world, and holineſs the way to it, 
cannot ſuppoſe that man a good guide, who himſelf 
walks in the way to hell. I conclude then, that a 
bad man is a bad miniſter. And that none but thoſe 
who either know not what will, or care not what 
does become of them, will truſt their ſouls with him. 

C. Well, ſure you have ſaid enough now. 

P, I doubt not. I fear more muſt be ſaid before 
you be convinced, that a bad man made a miniſter, 
is only an ape of the devil, when he transforms him- 

ſelf into an angel of light. You are called a miniſter 
of Chriſt, who never 8 him as a ſaviour, whoſe 
doQrine you do not preach, and whoſe precepts you 
do not practice. With what propriety? Vea, how 
contrary to the nature of the thing! Nor can this 
be accounted for, but by admitting the doctrine of 
transformation. That admitted, it is done. HF, 
ſays Paul, Satan is transformed into an angel of light, 
it is no great thing if his miniſters alſo be. 2 Cor. xi. 


Is 14, 15. 


Now, Sir, are you one of thoſe transformed men? 
Have you put on Chriſt's livery while you live in fin, 
and know nothing of religion? If you are, what 
pity that reformation did not begin at home, and 
that you had not learnt the way to heaven, before 
| you took upon you to guide others in it. But, the 

. Apoſtle 


. 
Apoſtle ſays, who/e end ſhall be according to their 
abort. 2 Cor. xi. 15. You have at preſent a good 
reward for little labor. But what will the end be:? 
A reward according to your works. Your works of 
deceiving and deſtroying thouſands of ſouls, by falſe 
doctrine and a wicked life. Alas! Sir, I fear the 
end will over-ballance the beginning. Di ves, who, 
perhaps, had none but himſelf to anſwer for, was 


miſerable enough in hell. What then will that man 


be, who neglects his own ſoul, and at whoſe hands 
the blood of others will be required? A good living 
will hardly then be remembred but with regret. 
And perhaps, the highcr you ſtand in the church, 


the greater will be your fall. However, as ſure as 


God is true, if you die unforgiven and unrenewed, 
you will periſh, it being abſolutely impoflidie for a 
guilty unholy ſoul to enter the Lord's everlaſting 
kingdom. To which being added, the dreadful cir- 
cumſtance of deſtroying many others, your condition 
is fo fraught with evil, and fo fearful in its conſe- 
quences, that were you truly ſenfible of it, it would 
be matter of wonder, if you ſuſtained the weight of 

guilt and terrible forbodings of future wrath, _ 
C. If what you ſay be true, it might be ſo. But 

] traſt our condition is not as you repreſent it. 
P. That it is ſo, is evident. And, to any perſon 
of ſpiritual diſcernment, the practice of your people 
is a ſufficient proof: For, are they not ſinners of one 
ſort or another? And yet perhaps you do not ſee it. 
You may be as blind to yourſeif and others, as 
Paul was, when he was alive without the laavu. 
Rom vii. 9. And, I remember, five and twenty 
years ago, a | 
Chriſtians. But when the commandment came, that 
is, when the law was applied to my caſe and con- 


ſcience by the enlightning and quickning ſpirit of 


God, which made it powerful and convictive, fin 
revived and I died; the remembrance of paſt, and 
the ſight of preſent ſins, flew me; a ſentence to 


everlaſting death, in conſequence of fin, paſſed upon 
me, 


E 2 - Things 


ought myſelf and all about me good 


( 52 ] 

Things appeared in a new light. In the glaſs of 
the law, (my mind being enlightned) I ſaw all was 
wrong, my whole life having been one continued 
ſcene of fin. M neighbours (for they were wicked) 
appeared in the fame light. So that inſtead of being 
riſtians, as I had ſuppoſed, I found we were all 
children, ſervants, and heirs of the devil. I could 
then ſubſcribe the Apoſtle's confeſſion : The whole 
world lieth in wickedneſs. 1 John v. 19. Nor need 
there be any fuſpicion of deception in this judgment : 
My own and the practice of others witneſſed to the 
truth of it. And how little different is the face of 
things now? Alas! many yet walk in the broad 
way; for they declare their ſin as Sodom. And 
whoever looks for chriſtians among the generality of 
church people, will not only be diſapointed, but, 
doubtleſs, highly diſguſted; and conclude with an 
Heathen on a ſurvey of that ſort: Chriſtians get 
drunk! Chriſtians wear! Chriſtians tell lies! I will 
not be a Chriſtian.” Indeed, if ſuch be chriſtians, 
who would? But they, if any, are devil chriſtians! And 
yet, Sir, your congregation conſiſts of ſuch ! Nor do 
you ſuſpect the genuineneſs of their chriſtianity, With 
you they paſs for thoſe of the beſt ſort: For you know 
none better. Now what ignorance does this argue ? 
Certainly that of the deepeſt and moſt dangerous kind; 
inaſmuch as he who is ſo undiſcerning as not to ſee the 


difference betwixt theſe and real chriſtians, is no better 


a judge of chriſtianity, than a blind man 1s of colours. 
How then ſhall he ſeparate the pecious from the vile; 
and ſo divide the word of God, as to adapt it to the 
ſeveral conditions of men, that the ſaint and ſinner 
may have their proper portion? Not at all. And 
if not ſo divided, but promiſcuouſly applied to all 
or to any, what a farrago does it make the ſcriptures, 
and what a jumble the conditions of men, But 
your method of preaching implies thus much. You 
have but one ſort of people: For, be they curlers, 
liars, drunkards, whoremongers, or whatever elle, 
ou call them chriſtians. Now, how ill calculated 
is this to convince! And what ſtupor of ſoul, and 
irremedileſs ruin, are like to enſue ! „ But 
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C. But have not my congregation, in conſequence ' 


of being baptized, a right to be ſo called? If fo; 
there is no impropriety in the addreſs. [56 
P. That they have a nominal right, I will not 
deny. But have they a religious one? No ſinner 
has. Such, faith Chriſt, are of their father the 
devil. John viii. 44. Of which St. John, beatles” 2 
to matter of inconteſtable evidence, gives this proof: 
He that committeth ſin is of the devil. 1 John iii. 8. 
Theſe you call chriſtians. They have the name, but 
not the nature. A real chriſtian is one whoſe fin ts 
forgiven, is born of the ſpirit, has power to pleaſe 
God, and qualified for heaven. Now: Sir, if you 
knew the difference, would not you make it? But 
becauſe you do not make it, either you do not know 
it, or maliciouſly withhold the truth, that they may 
be deceived and periſh, And yet, for want of this 
diſtinction, they know not their condition; and fo 
conclude from your common cry of, * we chrif- 
tians,“ that they belong to Chriſt and have a right 
to his kingdom. „ 
Foraſmuch then as you want the eſſential quali- 


| fications of a goſpel miniſter; a knowledge, will, 


and power to do good; you will not be ſurprized to 
be told, that you have not entered at the right door; 
that Chriſt by the converſion of your ſoul, and the gifts 
of his ſpirit, never admitted you into his church: And, 


conſequently, according to his own words, you are a 


thief and a robber, a falſe teacher, an hireling, and one 
who cares not for the flock, but the fleece. But this 


is not all. Souls ſuffer infinite loſs thro? your errors 


and inſufficiency; and, dying in their iniquities, their 
blood will God require at your hands. The thou- 
ſands which your ignorance and wickedneſs have 
ruined, will riſe up in judgment againſt you. And 
with what confuſion of face will you meet thoſe. de- 
ſtroyed ſouls, who will lay their loſs of heaven to 
your charge? Nor will you be able to withſtand 
their evidence. They will charge you with 'unfaith- 
fulneſs, and falſe doctrine. With unfaithfulneſs, in 


not clearly pointing out their danger; and with fait 


E 1 doctrine, 


iÞ 
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NE 
_ doQrine, in not preaching Chriſt as the one meri- 
torious Saviour; and as made of God unto us wiſ- 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemp- 
tion.“ Jeſus Chriſt, the judge of all, will ſecond 
their evidence, and ſay, I never knew you; ye were 
never mine by my ſpirit, nor did I ever qualify and 
commiſſion you to preach. Ye ran before ye were 
ſent ;. ye preached for profit and not to pleaſe me; 
your end was. to live, and not to lead ſouls to heaven. 
C. And do you think that all preachers muſt an- 
ſwer for thoſe who ſuffer thro? them ? | 
PF. Certainly ſo. Does not God ſay to Ezekiel, 
(and, therefore to others,) F thou ſpeak not to warn 
the wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood wwill J require at thine hand. 
Ezek. xxxu1. 8. 3 5 
C. Well; if it is ſo, God help us. 
P. Pray, what do you mean by that? How is God 
to help you? Muſt he help you in your ſins? It can- 
not be. But are you willing to acknowledge your 
ſin, and accept his aſſiſtance, If ſo, there is hope. 
And truly, to you, it is of infinite moment: For 
how. many ſouls have you ruined already, which, 
added to your other evils, is more than ſufficient 
cauſe of the deepeſt repentance. O Sir! Did you 
but know the evil of fin in its contrariety to God's 
nature and law; you would loath yourielf as the 
vileſt wretch out of hell; and, above all other things, 
lament that ever you offered to ſhew others the way 
to heaven, one ſtep of which you never yet knew, 
Nor took yourſelf, The thought of being a blind 
guide, leading ſouls into the ditch of damnation, 
would damp your ſpirits to a degree not to be con- 
ceived; and, if you found no hope of forgiveneſs, 
might well-make you take Judas's method of relief. 
Now if God has not given you up to a reprobate 
ſenſe ;. you would do well to. conſider your manner 
of life, motive. to, and ſubſequent exerciſe, of mini- 
ſtry. Your life has been profane, or but outwardly 
preciſe; and both argue the want of that principle 
by which alone life can be to good purpoſe. If 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt is not the life of the ſoul, living in and actu- 
ating all the powers of it, it is not a life devoted to 
God, nor the good of itſelf, and others. The rea- 
ſon whereof is evident: For, Chriſt is to the ſoul 
now, what the image of God was before the fall. 
That was a holy principle, implying knowledge and 
goodneſs, and diſpoſing its poſſeſſor to offer unto 
God a holy ſervice. But that, by the fall, was for- 


feited and effaced, inſomuch that not the leaſt trace 


of it remains in fallen nature: For, every man 
js very far gone from original righteouſneſs, and 
« is of his own nature inclined to evil.” Article 
gth. Now, Sir, where the life of Chriſt is not, that 
15; for the one or the other muſt be. And if your 
words be the index of your heart, you are deſtitute 
of Chriſt's life: Conſequently, you are in the ſtate 
of corrupt nature; dead to God and all that is mo- 
rally: ; 5 | | . 
Whether then you have been a publican, or a 
phariſee, in point of practice, makes ſmall difference, 


foraſmuch as the root of all your doings was wrong. 


If you my violated God's law, you carried your 
maſter's mark in your forehead ; or if more preciſe, 
it was but the wolf in ſheep's cloathing. Now could 


you be brought to ſee the difference betwixt works 


done in nature, and by grace, it would be one ſte 

toward your converſion. But God only can do that. 
*Tis he alone can remove the darkneſs from your 
mind, and ſhew things in their proper colours. Yet 
becauſe man is a reaſonable creature, he is command- 
ed to remember his ways; with which command, the 
Lord by his grace concurring, convinces of fin, righ- 
zeouſneſs, and judgment, John xvi. 8. This is the 
beginning of that great moral change from evil to 
good ; the reſtoring ſinful ſouls to holineſs, thro? 
Jeſus Chriit, by the Holy-Ghoſt. Tis alſo the prin- 
cipal productice of all holineſs and righteouſneſs of 
life and converſation. If then you have not been 
bleſt with, and governed by this principle, your. works 


have not been wrought in God, nor to his praiſe, - 


Which indeed your ignorance of, and denying inſpi— 
| ration, 
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ration, is but too ſtrong à proof. 80 your life 
hitherto has been ſpent to bad purpoſe only. 

Now review your motive to the miniſtry. And 
what was it but a worldly conſideration which induced 
you to take upon you that office? Money, or honour, 
or eaſe, or all, was the whole cauſe of it. Saving 
ſouls, glorifying God, &c. had no place in your de- 
ſigns, Alas, Sir, it was carnal and contrary to 
chriſtianity ! Had it been a matter wherein the ſouls 
of men were not concerned, to be ſwayed by ſuch 
motives, would not have ſigniſied much. But to 
enter into an affair, on which the ſalvation of ſouls 
ſo much depends, for the ſake of a little earthly good, 
argues deep ignorance of its nature, or a worſe thing. 
But unhappily for the Church of England, the pa- 
trimony is annexed to the prieſthood, ſo that who- 
ever has the one, muſt have the other alſo. And, 
therefore, thoſe who are blind to ſpiritual things, 
and know no good but what accrues from the earth, 

ruſh into the church for the ſake of her temporal pro- 
fits. Hence it is, that ſhe is ever full of miniſters, 
ignorant of religion, wicked, and worldly. A ſore 
_. eval}: - | | 

And what has been your miniſtry, the doctrines 
you have taught? Not man's total fall thro” the firſt, 
nor his entire redemption by Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam, Concerning theſe two you have ſaid little : 
Tho? the firſt was to us a ſource of evil, and the 
other the only fountain of good. But theſe lay be- 
yond your line. You never ſaw ſo much evil by the 
one, as to know the abſolute neceſſity of ſalvation by 
the other. So hitherto, theſe two federal heads, 
with you, may have paſſed for fancies. Nor have 
things of a more perſonal and practical nature, been 
diſcuſſed with more propriety, Had you deſcribed 
to a murtherer, the conſequence of his conduct, 
would not you have pronounced death as his certain 
doom? Have you been as faithful in declaring to all 
ſinners againſt God, that damnation is their due? 
Alas! Your ignorance of the evil of fin, blindneſs 
in reſpect of men's danger, want of zeal for their good 

and 
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and the glory of God; fear of man, ſhame, and 
other thin oe bave made you mince and ſhuffle, and do 
nothing to purpoſe in that important buſineſs. 80 
that your reproofs, if any'thing you have ſaid can be 
ſo called, have paſſed for nothing. Is that, Sir, to 
warn the wicked of his way? And to ſpeak whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear! To theſe 
defects, I fear, may be added capital errors: For, have 


you inſiſted on preſent perſonal juſtification from all paſt | 


ſins thro” faith in Chriſt Jeſus? You have crudely and 
coldly told them ſomething about repentance and a- 
mendment, as thirgs on which they might depend for 
mercy. Jeſus Chriſt, with you, has not been the one 
meritorious cauſe of ſalvation. A fatal error! For, 
there is ſalvation in none other. Acts iv. 12. And 
tho' they have been notoriouſly wicked; yet they 
have now no knowledge of ſalvation thro' the re- 
miſſion of fins. Yea, having learnt of you, they 
laugh or are angry at the mention of mercy made 
known to the mind, So they are in their fins, and in 
danger of eternal torments, without any knowledge 
or concern of yours. The new birth by the ſpirit 
of God, you have either wholly omitted, or explained 


away. Hence it is, that in conſequence of the con- 


tinuance of their evil hearts, their lives remain un- 

reformed and the reverſe of God's righteous law, 
Foraſmuch then as you have been entirely igno- 

rant of true religion (which is the life of God in 


the ſoul ;) have lived a wicked life, or had but the 


form without the power; entered into the miniſtry 
with worldly motives; have deceived the people by 
falſe doftrine, &c. What will you do? If you re- 
main thoughtleſs, or obſtinate, and continue in igno- 
rance and wickedneſs, and preach what cannot poſ- 


fibly profit; the judge of all the earth will judge | 


and reward you according to your works. And, 


were you as great as his Grace of C—————y, if 
Chriſt were not formed in you, and preached by 
you, in all his offices, viz. as a Redeemer, Saviour, 
Prophet, Prieſt ana King, you would be intitled to 
no other appellations than a child, a ſervant, and 

an 
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an heir of the devil; a falſe: prophet, and a deceiver 
of mankind. And tho? you move in a lower ſphere ; 
the ſame appellations are highly applicable to you as 
an unchriſtian and an unqualified preacher. 

You may indeed ſport and play and preſerve the 
gaiety of your ſpirit amidſt all this evil and danger; 
or ruſh into ſenſual exceſſes, and render yourſelf paſt 
feeling; or by a care wholly inconſiſtent with your 
character, live to lay up money; or walk in pride, 
and lord it over your flock, tho? they pay you well 
for deceiving them. In any of theſe, or many other 
ways, you may fill up your future days. But what 
will you do in the end? After ſpending many or few 
years in folly, and preaching to no purpoſe but to 
confirm your people in ſin, you give up the ghoſt. 
Good God! The thought is awful and ſhocking ; for 
what finner and deceiver can ſtand before the Lord! 
Alas! Your finful ſoul, with the guilty remembrance 
of a ſoul-murthering miniſtry, will be miſerable 
enough. And your body and ſoul both, may reſt in 
dire expeCtation of double damnation at the laſt day. 
That will be the fruit of aſſuming a character you had 
no call to, the effect of a ſelf-qualified and man-made 
miniſter. 305 | 

Therefore, tho” you now live the life of a gentle- 
man ; ſurely none who know your caſe, can envy yeur 
happineſs. Rather, of all men you are the moſt miſera- 
ble, being ſo nearly concerned in, and contributing 
ſo much to, the deſtruction of many. And if your 
conſcience had not contracted a great degree of blind- 
neſs and hardneſs, one ſerious thought of it would 
be ſufficient to awaken your fears, and make you 
lament all your future days. For tho' it is poſſible to 
be forgiven; yet the remembrance of having already 
ruined many, would not eaſily be eraſed. But you 
muſt be left to him who judges rightecuſly, and there- 
fore I will finiſh this converſation with the following 
advice, | 

Before you can bea miniſter of Chriſt, you muſt be 
a chriſtian. And if you be aſhamed to learn religion 
ſo late in life, you will remain a deceiver of men. 


But 
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But the well-being of your own and other ſouls, ſhould 
have weight enough with you, to ſurmount that diffi- 
culty. It is ſaid,** Put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,“ 
not by profeſſion only as you have done by baptiſm ; 


but by the renewing of your mind; to which purpoſe, 


ſuffer the Lord to awaken your conſcience and ſhew 
you the worſt of your condition. Then, firmly de- 
pending on the merits of Chriſt, contend by earneſt 
prayer for mercy and the holy ſpirit, that peace of 


conſcience and purity of heart may obtain. And, ac- 


cording to your ability of underſtanding, utterance, 
and the energy of the divine ſpirit, preach Jeſus 


Chriit as a Saviour from all ſin, and as qualifying, by - 


a new nature, to ſerve God in an acceptable way. 
Then will your offerings be acceptable to God, and 
his word run and be glorified. Sinners will become 
vile in their own eyes; and Jeſus be precious to be- 
lievers. The fruit of your labour will appear in their 
reformation, and renewal of heart. To ſpeak for 
God and the good of mankind, will not then be the 
burthen, but delight of your ſoul. And you will have 
no greater joy than to ſee men made free by, and walk 
in the truth. Nor will you account your life any 
thing, but as it miniſters to the good of mankind. 


And your ſpiritual children will be dearer to you 


than all earthly treaſures. You will then ſee a pro- 
priety in the Apoſtle's expreſſion, For now we live, 
if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. 80 great will be your 
love to, and care for, thoſe whom God ſhall make you 
inſtrumental in turning to him, that you will count 
nothing dear to yourſelf, ſo that you may but tul- 
fill the miniſtry you receive of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in teltify1ag the goſpel of the Grace of God. 
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Page 24, line 38, for grant, read granting. 
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openly will be publi ſhed, 
By N. M. 
ST RIC TURES ON 


Omicron 8 Ninth Letter; 
The Subject of which is 


ELECTION and PERSEVERANCE. 


Theſe will contain a Comment on the Ninth 
. of the Romans, from the Eleventh 
Verle to * End. 
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